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THE kNIGHTS, 



GHAP. XXVII. 



More than the might of armies could efFcft, 
His fiogle arm atchiev'd. 



T> ENNES afForded a fccne entirely 
**-^ new to Leofrida; but its novelty 
and fplendour made little impreflioa 
on her heart : flle was ftill an exile, 
dependent on the bounty of ftrangers* 
Sigefert was ftill pictured in her me- 
voL'. Ill, B mory. 
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mory, wretched and difhonoured, fbc 
knew not why; and the amiable Ofberne 
was for ever loft to her. 

Much effort of die mind was requi- 
fite to fuftain that equal refignation 
which the precepts of her kind in- 
ftruftrefs, the Lady Editha, had fo 
forcibly recommended : " Above all 
things, beware of dejedion," was one 
of them ; and in obedience to this rule 
Leofrida ftruggled to animate the de- 
preflion of her mind; and whether or 
not the pcrverfe will accorded to the 
effort, (he preferved a calmnefs of foul 
truly magnanimous. 

The Baronefs d'Auuray, though 
now exalted to the firft rank in the 
province, treated her young gueft with 
the moft endearing tendernefs and re^ 
fpeft. A magnificent apartment in 
the palace was allotted for her; and 

aie 
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(lie was regarded according to her real 
rank. 

The Marefchal, who remained at 
Rennes to be prefent at the martial 
games which the Regent intended foon 
to folemnize, one day requefted to fee 
the Lady Leofrida, in order to com- 
municate fome intelligence he had re- 
ceived from England, 

She obeyed the. fummons with tremb- 
ling feet, and found the Marefchal 
with the Baronefs, in a fmall (aloon 
appropriated for a fitting-room. The 
afpedt of this friendly nobleman be- 
fpoke unwelcome tidings; and the 
Baronefs, taking the hand of Leo- 
frida, befought her ftill to maintain 
that heroic fortitude which (he had 
hitherto fo glorioufly exerted. 

B 2 Sur* 
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Surprifed ^t this prelude, Leofrlda 
begged to know what new misfortune 
file had to encounter; and the Mare- 
fchal, with looks expreflive of the 
deepeft concern, informed her, that the 
news of Sigefert's mifdemeanor, in 
breaking the truce of God (of which 
himfelf had been hitherto ignorant) 
had reached England : That his guar- 
dian, the Earl of Lenox, had fo re- 
prefented his crkne to the king, that 
it was decreed he fliould not be pec- 
micted to do homage for his eftates, but 
that they (ho.uld beconfifcated. 

While the Earl fpoke, Leofridaturn- 
cd pale — the caufe of. Sigefert^s too 
juft diftrefs was now explained. Tears 
at length relieved her, and Ilie begged 
to know the particulars of her wretched 
brother's difgrace. 

The 
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The Marerchal related his captivity 
in the forcft of Guirche, and the fuc- 
ceeding evencs, exculpating Sigefert 
with the mod generous warmth; he 
having been irritated by infulc to com- 
mit the unguarded aftion. And where 
is he now, cried Leofrida impatiently. 
— The Earl, who hid heard of the fen- 
tence which was paflfed on the young 
Baron, and knew not but it was exe- 
cuted,* turned away to conceal his emo- 
tion—his manly bofom heaved a coi>- 
vulfive figh. Tb3 Baronefs was fo 
much affeded^ that (he was fcarcely able 
to fupport the afHiifted fitter of Sige- 
fert. 

At this inftant the Duke Regent en- 
tered the faloon with a knight, , The 
Marefchal no fooner call his eyes on the 
ftranger than he flew to greet him with 
the moft cbfdial joy; and prefenting 
' him to the Baronefs, Beh6ld Madam ! 
B 3 faid 
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faid he, the gallant ftranger to whom wc 
owed onr victory in the jail battle. By 
liis arm our forces^ were laved from 
fliameful defeat; and for wliacever mar- 
tial enterprizcs I may yet be referved, 
io him then glory will properly belong, 
for having refcued me from death. 

The Baronefs in proper terms congra- 
tulated, the ftranger on the renown 
which he had fo nobly acquired ; while 
the Regent fecmed unable to find ex* 
preflibns adequate to ' the excefs of his 
gratitude, 

Leofrida, though too much agitated 
at the fatal tidings flie had juft heard of 
her brother, to attend diftinftly to what 
paflTed, caft a flight uninterefted look 
towards the ftranger. She faw he was 
of the Order of the Golden Shield; and 
the idea of Clovis recurring forcibly to 

her 
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her fancy, (he (huddered and turned 
away. 

And muft I never know, laid the 
. Duke-Regent, in a fupplicating. tone, 
the name of him to whom I owe fuch 
fignal fervices ? The glories you have 
gained, add honour to the mod illuf- 
trious name ; and were you a knight 
young in martial exploits; were this 
the firft combat you ever fought, the 
renown it has beftowed equals a long 
life of glory. Should fortune not have 
bcftowcd on you the ftiperior rank for 
which you feem by nature defigned, 
your valour has ennobled you. Tell 
me then, I pray you, to whom I owe 
my prefent exaltation? For whom the 
refcued country of feretagne muft im- 
plore the bleffing of Heaven? To whom 
the hufbandman and the peafant are in* 
dfebted, that they may, in recovered 
peace, purfuc their ufcful labour? — To 
B 4 . the 
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the difgraced Sigcfert ! faid the ftranger, 
breaking his long filence, and unclof- 
ing his beaver. 

The Marefchal ftarted as he beheld a 
' favoured youth, whom he thought had" 
been unjuftly facrificed to rigid juftice* 
Leofrida's tottering feet fcarcely fupport* 
t^ her, as, almofl fenfelefs with excefs 
of joy, flie flew to meet the embrace of 
her long-loft brother. 

The Baronefs gazed in filent wonder, 
while the Regent demanded - afrelh if 
this was indeed the Baron de Claire; 
The Earl was himfelf fcarcely aflured 
of the truth of what he faw; he ad- 
vanced towards the knight, who was 
fupporting hrs trembling lifter, with ^ 
look of the tendereft concern and af- 
feclion. Placing her gently on a feat, 
be greeted the Earl with the refpedful 
gratitude due to an old friend. 

^ The- 
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. The Marefchal embraced him with 
tranfport; but * gazing intently on his 
countenance, perceived in it an expref» 
fion of fettled dejeftion that was in-^ 
creafed^t times to keen difbrefs. 

^ . Leofrida at length was able to fpeak, 
and in a -faltering voice congratulated 
her long-loft brother on the glory he 
had acquired. She fondly hoped that 
this juftly merited renown would chacc 
from his lofty foul the remembrance, of: 
hijs inadvertent fault. 

The Regent, with .the refpedt.due to 
the rank of his preferyer, for fo he 
termed him, repeated his acknowledg- 
nlenti^; and the Earl with rapture again 
received his favourite young warrior as a 
•Biuch-lov^d^ fpn. But though thus ca- 
reffed and exalted to the height of 
human glory, the gloomy defpondency 
-': • • '• r." ' • ; B -5 ■ . " 'that: 



that clouded the features of Sigeferr, 
afflifted and perplexed all but Lco- 
frida. 

The image of that valued friend to 
whom her brother had been fo deferv- 
cdly attached, ftarted to her recollec- 
tion ► The myfterioos cxpreffions of 
Sigefert concerning him, occurred too 
with dreadful force, and though at a 
lofs to know the real caufe of thofe ex- 
preflions. fhe juftly attributed the melan- 
choly that was imprinted indelibly oil 
the face of her brother, to the un- 
known misfortune that had concluded 
the (hort. career of the heroic Oflberne. 
A tear ftole from her eye-lid as this idea 
rofe to her remembrance; and the 
gloomy look of Sigefert recalled afrelh 
the keen regrets which fhe had flrovc 
to reprefs. 

The Regent rejoiced in an opportuni- 
ty 
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ty to difplay his clemency in oppofition 
to the rigour of the late Duke, by de- 
nouncing the fentence pafled upon the 
Baron de Claire to have been more fe- 
vere than the calprit, from his rank, 
merits, and the provocation that led to 
his crime- warranted* 

Sigefert was prefented by him to the 
whole of the court, with every demon- 
ftration of efteem and re^rd« The 
nobles were eager to (how their refpeft 
for one who had rendered fuch fignal 
fervices to the caufe of their rightful 
fbvcrejgn, and now crouded to catch the 
notice of that knight whom they fup- 
pofed they had once feen led as a cri- 
minal to execution. 

The Earl of Albemarle fought an 

opportunity, when Leofrida was not 

prefent, to inform the young Baron of 

ihe cruel determination of the Englifh 

1 6 monarch 
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monarch regarding his eftates: a cruelty 
owing to the mifreprefentation of his 
bafe 'guardian* 

He was furprifed at the caUn indif- 
ference with which Sigefert received 
this intelligence. Let him feize my 
rightful property, faid the haughty 
youths and find his punifliment in the 
infatiable cravings of his own rapacious 
avarice. Wealth and affluence are no- 
thing to a wretch whofe only wifh is 
foon to end his ill*fated life. 

The Marefchal unjuftly attributing 
this defpair-to his too keen fufceptibility 
in regard to his late difgrace, faid no 
more ; prudently refolving to wait till 
the unfortunate accident was completely 
erafed from his mind : He only obferv^ 
ed> that this aftion of his bafe. guar- 
dian was entirely confonant to the reft 
of his conduct in relation to the pre*. 

tended 
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tended war with the Baron de Lacy— 
his cruel ftratagem to throw the Lady 
Editha and Leofrida into the hands of 
the Baron, in whofe caftle they fuffered 
fuch cruel imprifonment ; contriving^ 
by concerting meafures with theBaron, 
who was as bafely interefled as himfelf^ 
to give to the artful plan the appear^ 
ance of incidents naturally occurring 
when two chiefs engage in war. 

Sigefert ftarted as the EarJ thus (poke; 
his countenance affumed an angry 
expreffion of revenge, mingled with 
furprifc ; for Leofrida, in the flxort con-? 
ference Ihe had had with her brother at 
the cottage of Juftine, had not diff 
clofed to hiiii the tale of her fuffibringi^. 
He aflced more particulars of th^ Eari, 
and was more and more irritated by hia 
anfWers;. . yawing Vengeance on; the 
houfei oS de Lacy*, 

The 
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The friendly Albemarle who thought 
that this ardour of fraternal afFedion 
would induce him to vifit his native 
country, and thus lead him to re^claim- 
his rights, tried not to avert his pur- 
pofe; but wirtiing fcM* the prefent to 
quiet his eiBOtions by varying his re- 
fleftions, he enquired by what means 
be had eluded the banifliment which the 
fentence o( the late Duke decreed hini 
to fufFer* 

Sigefert*s whole frame feemed coa- 
vulfed by this queftion — his look breath- 
ed horror, and turning pale, he quitted 
the apartment, unable to fubdue the 
agitation with which the recoUedtion 
of his truly heroic friend fwelied his 
breaft. 

The Earl, who believed that he had 
feen Olberne bravely expire in the 

field 
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field of battle, comprehended not the ' 

caufe of this flrange difbrefs; and ever { 

afcer mod carefully avoided repeating I 
the queftion which had unfortunately 
occafioned it. 



CHAP. 



( »6 ) 



CHAP. XXVIII. 



By glory rouz'dy the mail-clad youths advanc^ 
Shake the tall cred^ and couch th' impatient 

lance ! , 

With rival pride, in mimic war unite, 
While beauty gazes on the gorgeous fight.. 



The building was a fpacious theatre. 
Half-round, on two main pillars vaulted higb^ 
With feats where all the lords and each degree 
"Of fort, might fit in order to behold ; 
The other fide was open,* where the throng 
On banks and fcaSblds under iky, might fland» 

Milton* 

r I ^HE Duke Regent now anno\inced, 

■*• by the folemn proclamation of 

his heralds,, that public games of fef- 

tivitj 
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tivity were to be celebrated in Ren- 
nes for the {pace of fourteen days ; 
inviting all the knighcs of the realm, 
as well as foreign warriors, to figna- 
lize themfelves in the, fplendid tour- 
naments and. tilts. 

The impatient youth crouded from 
every part of the province ; eager to 
partake the glory of diftinguifliing 
themfelves before their new fove- 
reign.. 

- The moft illuftrious of the nobles 
aflembled at court, to be prefent at 
the grand fpeftacles; and Leofrida 
heard with delight, that the Count 
dc Pontoife was arrived, and had an 
interview >vith the Regent when he 
took the, oath of allegiance. The- 
politic charafter of thie Count rendered 
this ftcp not at all furprifing,. as it 
would not now be prudent to con- 
tinue 
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tinue in obftinate hoftillty with the 
popular government. 

The hope of feeing her beloved 
Sybilla, tranfported Leofrida ', but her 
joy was allaj^ed by the recoUedion, 
that haughty Clovis would furely be 
one of the adtors in the fumptuous 
amufemeuts about to commence. 

Adjoining the palace gardens was a 
magnificent amphitheatre, peculiarly 
referved for the celebration of public 
games. A femi-circular gallery en** 
compafled one fide of it, for the ac- 
commodation of the fpedarors ; it was 
fupported on pillars of white marble, 
but low enough for the knights, as 
they fat upon their deeds, to, receive 
their chaplets from the. hands of the ^ 
ladies. A row of tall pines was art- 
fully planted behind the gallery, fa 
that their ftately tops bending over it, 

. formed 
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formed a rural canopy. The fpace 
in the middle was appropriated for 
the lifts ; the barriers to which en- 
clofed the remaining part of 'the. 
circle. 

Leofrida, from the window of her 
apartment in the palace, could difcern, 
though at a confiderable diftance, this 
fpot. The preparations which (he there 
faw carrying on, would have been a 
foiifce of amufement to her, had not 
the forrows that hung heavily upon 
her heart oppofed the entrance of any 
thing like entertainment. Could (he 
have feer^ among the competitors the 
brave youth whom (he had fondly 
expefted to behold firft in the rank 
of that glorious order, for which they 
had been educated, the approaching 
feftivals would have been to her ob- 
jects of delight ; but the gallant Of- 
berne could not there contend for 

glory; 
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glory ; and Sig^ert, ''if he joined in 
the lifts, would only enter them to 
lofe, in the hurry and tumult of the 
Xcene, the fenfe of his wretchednefs. 

A few days before the commence- 
ment of the games, the Baronefs one 
day entered the apartment of Leofrida^, 
accompanied by the amiable Sybilla; 
informing her fair gueft that flie had 
prevailed on the Count de Pontoife 
^ to commit his daughter to her care 
for the= wkole time of the feftivals. * .. 



Leofrida, touched by this delicate in- 
fiance of confiderate affe(ftion, was 
equally divided between gratitude to 
her proteftrefs, and joy at recovering 
her generous friends 

The two amiable damfels, thus re- 
flored to each other's fociety, paffed 

their 
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their time with thofe fweet confolationst 
which mutual affection bcftows. 

Leofrida,^ in a calm tone, enquired 
of Clovis ; and learned with delight 
that he recovered from the wounds 
he received in the combat with Ra- 
nulph. 

A few* days previous to the tour- 
nament, which was the firft fped^cle 
to be difplayed, the judges oi the 
lifts arrived at the palace^ to codduft 
the Baronefs and the ladies 6f her 
court to the amphitheatre, where fgf* 
pended the ftiields of the feveral 
knights who intended to becoine 
competitors for the, prizes; in order 
that if any damfel had caufe to com* 
plain of a knight, (lie might indicate 
her difpleafure by touching his (hield, 
and thereby cxpofe him to the ex- 
amination of the judges. Leofrida, 

as 
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as ihe was walking in the amphl- 
theatre, obferved the fliield of Clovi$, 
A fentiment of indignation at the 
compulfatory meafures he had taken 
to obtain her hand, fo contradidtory 
to the charafter of a true knight, 
infpired an inclination to (hew that 
refentment which female delicacy ren- 
dered juft. 

She had half extended her hand 
towards the buckler, when that ex- 
alted generofity, which fo peculiarly 
graced her mind, bade her withdraw 
it. She obeyed the noble impulfe, 
and turned away to contemplate the 
(hield of her unhappy brother, on 
which Sybilla flood gazing with earne(t 
regard. 

The morning of the day appointed 
for the tournament now came. The 
Regent and his nobles, with the la- 
dies 
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dies of the court, aflembled early. 
The judges of the lifts haftened to 
their ftation, and awaited the arrival 
of the knights. The amphitheatre 
was decorated with the rapft gorgeous 
magnificence; the barriers were a- 
dorned with ftandards, bearing the de- 
vices of the feveral knights who meant 
to contend for the prizes. 

In the drefles of the court, the 
pomp of the fcene was peculiarly dif- 
played. The Regent was habited in 
a cloke of purple velvet, richly deco- 
rated with golden frogs and fleurs 
de lis, and lined with fable. He wore 
on his head the ducal diadem; and 
from his neck was fufpended the goU 
den collar of knighthood, with the 
infignia of feveral orders. 

The ladies wore mantles of blue or 
crimfon taffety, ditched with gold, and 

edged 
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edged with ermine. They were a- 
dorned with numberlefs female orna'^ 
menrs, as bracelets, necklaces, and 
braids for their hair, formed of pearls 
and other coflly jewels. Loofe on 
their ^rms hung the manches which 
they, were to prefent to their favourite 
knights 

The heralds, fome wearing the ta« 
bard ftriped with the colours of their 
lord's livery, and fome decorated in 
the fkins of lions, bears, or other wild 
animals, appeared and announced the 
approach of the competitors. 

Preceded by their (hield-bearers . and 
pages, the knights now advanced to- 
wards the circus. 

The pages firft led into the ap- 
pointed fpace the fteeds richly capa- 
rilonedi their trappings were gorge- 

oufly 
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oufly embroidered, and the faddle*' 
bows were faced with gold, and de- 
corated with the. appropriate devices. 
The younger ladies of the court were 
appointed to cbndud the knights to 
the lifts. Leofrida would gladly have 
avoided this diftinftion, but (he was 
obliged through courtefy to comply, 

A lilver chain was given into her 
band, and by it (h« led into the lifts 
a knight on whom (he ventured not 
to look, till, as he raifed the end of 
the chain which he held, to his lips, 
fhe perceived her own bracelet > on his 
arm,. and recognized the gallant tCnighc 
of the J White Hare, 

Sybilla^ by a band of white filfe, 
led alfo to the circus the Baron de 
Claire. He gazed on this ' beautiful . 
maid, with an. intereift which he at- 
tnl^iited to his grateful regard for the 
VOL. III. c heroic 
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heroic friend of his beloved fifter. 
As (he turned to quit the circus he 
intreated a favour from her hands* 
The brother of her Leofrida could 
not be denied ; and^ (he gave him, 
with a genrie air, a white fleevc. He 
placed it on his arm, and refpedlfully 
bowed his thanks. 

The knights were arrayed in ♦hau- 
berks of the fineft fteel: their fhields 

were 



* If Lord Lytteltpn, in his deicription of the 
armour worn at the lattef end of the twelfth' 
century (Hift. of the Reign of Hen. II. vol. iii. 
p. 53) means by the word, Habergeon^ Hau- 
beikf there is (omt difficulty in reconciling his 
9ccount with that given by other writers who 
treat of the fame period. 

The learned Author of «* Fabliaux, or Tales of 
die Twelfth and Thirteenth Centiiries, tranllated 
firom htL lie Gt9sxi^*^ m his notes, defcribes 

wkh 
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Were of ihe toiigheft leather, rimmed 
with a hoop of goW, and richly em* 
blazoned with their appropriate de- 
vices. They were in form, oval at 
the top, leflening to a point at the 
bottom^ and hollowed in a deep curve. 

Some of the competitors wore theit 
armour gilded $ and there were none 



with gre^t tdrrciSlpeTi, the two fpecies of ap- 
mour, calltd Mail, and Plate-Armour. The 
hauberk, or woven coat of mail, was of the 
former kind. It was a complete ^ covering fot 
the whole body, , compofed of iron net*>work) 
t>r roafhes of poliflied flee), and cmild be rolled 
up and carried, on joumies, behind the fadd!^. 
Plate^rmbur, according to this author, was 
brought into ufe about the year iyx>% This 
agrees not with Lord Lyttelton's delcriptba of 
a habergeon, compofed of double plates or 
fcoUops of fleely which no arrow or lance 
could penetrate ; in Which the father of Henry 
the Second, waft arrayed when, he - received the 
honour of kiughtbood. 

C 2 whp 
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who were not declafcd knights of the 
firft order, by the long rowels of their 
golden Ipurs. ' Their furcoats were 
ftriped with the colour of their live- 
ries, and fplendidly adorned with em- 
blematic infignia. Siifpended to the 
end of their fpcars were pennons, de- 
noting, by their fquare or rounded 
extremities, the rank of thofe who 
bore them. 

Their helmets were of fteel, ftudded 
with gems, and crefted with varie- 
gated plumage. They were round on 
the upper part, with both vizor and 
beaver. 

The jpdgesof the lifts having, agree- 
able to the general cuftom, exaniined 
whether any knight was faftened on 
his faddle, the herald belonging to 
each competitor, advanced to give the 
challenge, by touching the fliield of 

. ' • that 
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that knight whom his lord wiflied to 
encounter fingly. The Baron de Claire 
was appointed by the Regent to com- 
mence the combat ; but what was the 
grief of Leofrida, when (he beheld 
the herald of her brother advance to- 
wards the (hield of her generous de- 
liverer, the brave Ranulph ! 

She had nearly called aloud to pre- 
vent the challenge, but inftantly re- . 
fleifted that this exclamation would be 
juftly confidered as a mark of partial 
fevour to the challenged knight, and 
.with much reludtance (he remained 
filent, though agitated by conflifting 
emotions. The fignal fervices which 
the generous Baron de Lacy had re- 
peatedly rendered her, called for her 
warmeft gratitude; and to behold him 
fingled out by her brother, with evi- 
dent marks of vengeance, diftreflfed 
her feverely. §he now lamented that 
c 3 (he 
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(She bad not difclofed to Sigcfcrt the 
'heroic aftions of her deliverer; but 
.the few minutes flie had converfed 
with him fince (lie met him at Reiv 
unes, had not aHowed her an. oppor* 
.liinityi and he bad been too much 
abforbed in his own diftrafting re* 
fleftions to make .pstrticular enquiries 
concerning what had befallen his fifter,. 

Ranulph, when he beheld Sigefert 
ipieparc to wheel ^the career with att 
jihe -fory of a. real foe, held back ihi» 
fte«d, and feemcd to Joifer from, the 
onfet^ but tihe kws of combat muft 
be obfcrved, and he hafteoed to ttieet 
him. 

in the art of remaining firni on the 
feddle, and wielding the lance with 
dexterity, confiftcd the glory 6f a tour' 
liament combat. In this fkill each of 
the youthful, cqmbiajai^^ts particularly dif- 

linguiOied 
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tingui(hed himfelf, engaging the ad- 
miration of all the beholders. At 
length the larice of Sigefert, which 
was placed more firhity in the Reft 
than that of his. foe, ftrucTc with luch 
force on Ranulph's cafque, that he 
was Hurled from his faddle. Shouts of 
vi(5t6ry ' congratulated Sigefert, but 
taking no part in the triumph, he 
leaped from his fteed, and aflifted his 
foe to rife; Fortune to-day has fa- 
voured rby arm, faid the generous 
viftor, but thou mayeft live to behold 
me in my turn fubdued*. As he 

fpoke 

* The precepts ofxhivalry, fays M. dc St. 
Palayac, in his Memoirs of Ancient Chivalry, 
infpired the vigors at the f;ptirnacnent wirh the 
kindeft attentioo, to fpfcen the. concern of the 
vanquiflied. They afcribed their good fortune to 
the fate of arms ; and encouraged thofe they 
had overcome, to expert, on fome future occa- 
*fion, a limilar advantage over themfelves. Sncb 
was the refuU . of exaniples of humanity^ and 
c. 4 lefibnt 
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fpoke he extended his arm to the 
fallen knight; but obferving on his wrift 
the bracelet of his fifter, he ftarted 
back. Is it poffible, thought he, that 
Leofrida can favour the enemy of 
her family ? The fon of him who 
has bafely confpired with the treacher- 
ous Lenox, to deftroy both herfelf 
and her brother! 

As he felt his foul glow with indig- 
nation, he threw a fcrutinlzing glance 
on the gallery, and beheld Leofrida 
pale and agitated. Still more irritated, 
he drew nearer to the gallery, and 
flood in deep mufing, keeping his eye 
fixed on his fifter, 

Ranulph, in the mean time, re- 
.mounted his courfer, when a kniglit 

leflbns of gcncrolity, fo often repeated 9t the 
tournaments, that they were nT)t forgotten even 
' imidft the fury of war, 

rodo 
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rode fwiftly into the lifts, calling out 
in a fierce tone, Woufdeft thou wifli 
for a fecond defeat, behold another 
antagonift? 

The difcourteous infult could pro- 
ceed from no tongue but that of Clovis. 
The brave Knight of the White Hare, 
roufed to equal fiercenefs, accepted the 
haughty defiance ; and ihcy ran the 
career with the ardour of inveterate 
foes. 

Leofrida, as they haftened to en- 
counter, grew ftill paler J the change, 
in her countenance efcaped not the 
piercing glance of Sigefert, though he 
attributed it to a different caufe than 
the real one. The ungallant Clovis, 
defirous to appear the knight of Leo- 
frida, whom he ftill ardently loved, 
and prefuming not to afk of her any 
piark of diftinftion, had thrown over 
c 5 his 
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his armour the furcoat which her owB' 
hand had wrought for the brave Of- 
berne. This fatal fight nearly deprived 
the wretched Leofrida of all her pre- 
fence of mind. That heroic youtliy. 
in all his exalted amiablenefs^ ruQied 
to her recolledion. Her frame trem- 
bled, and (he could fcaicely remaiqr 
in her feat. Sigefert toe caught the 
fight of the welUknown furcoat j and 
was with the utmoft difficulty retrained,, 
by the facred rellridions of martial* 
law, from rufhing on the infolent 
knight, and refcuing the mantle of 
his loft, his adored friend. 

His lofty foul fwelled with indig« 
nation, and the remembrance of his 
brave companion fo tortured him, that 
he leaned againft the pillars of the 
gallery, in a date of mind verging on 
diftradkion. 

The 
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The combatants in the mean time, 
with eager fury engaged; and anxious ^ 
that the injured knight (hould punifli 
the arrogance of his rival, the be- 
holders, with equal eagernels, marked 
* every movement of each. 

Clovis perceived that his antagonift 
profefled himfelf the knight of Leo- 
frida, by the bracelet on his gauntlet. 
Jealoufy added to his rage all the 
keenriefs of*perfonal hatred; and a 
more, obftinate enoagement had never 
before been di(played to the court of 
Bretagne, . . 

Ranulph, after, many ftratagems, 
which fliewcd him to be a mafter of 
the art, drove his Ipcar-point with 
fiich force m the breaft of Clovis, 
that it entered through the mefhes of 
his hauberk, and notwithflanding the 
gambefon underneath was thickly quilt* 
c6 ed 
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ed with wooU it fixed itfelf in his 
bofom. 

His late defeat, and the reproach* 
ful terms in which his proud foe 
challenged him had animated the 
Britifh knight with an ardour, far 
different from that temperate emula- 
tion which was ufually exercifed in, 
tilts. Yet he meant not to fuffcr his 
anger to rife to implacable revenge j 
and when he found that his Jance 
had pierced deep, his arm would 
joyfully have withdrawn back the wea- 
pon. The generous impulie came too 
late ; — Clovis dropped from his deed; 
•—blood profufely flowed from ihc 
wound; — the (hrieks of Sybilla, and 
the cries ot the other ladies, refounded 
through the amphitheatre. Ranulph 
was the firft to fly to the aid of the 
wounded knight. He unbound the 
laces of his helmet, and with honour 

and 



THB KNIGHTS. 37 

and regret beheld that face, once ex- 
preffive only of pride, and contempt 
of others' merits, afTume a deadly 
palenefs 

Sigefert, with little concern, faw 
the defeat of his haughty relation 9 
he darted towards the fpot: it was. 
only to feize the beloved furcoat, ill-,, 
placed on the (houlders of a knight 
fo unlike his beloved friend. He 
fnatched the precious relic, bound 
it round his arm, and retreated to 
convey Leofrida from the tumultuous 
fcene. She, nearly as agitated as the 
fainting Sybilla, was fupporting her 
wretched friend when the Baron ar- 
rived, and with the moft tender care 
conveyed both from the gallery to the 
palace. Sybilla flruggled, as Ihe 
croffed the circus, to fly to the iGde 
of her gafping brother; but he was 
haftily borne by Ranulph and the at* 
tendants into the palace. 

: • The 
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The Regent, concerned at the fatal 
accident, and willing to (hew his refpeft 
for the Count de Pontoife, ordered the 
tournament to proceed no farther. The 
reft of the knights, difappointed that 
they could not difp^ay their valour, 
murmured at the interruption, but 
complied. The Regent and his train 
v^ithdrew from the circus ; the (hields 
Were removed from the barriers, and all 
farther combat was for that day refigned» 



CHAPt 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



Mighty viAor !— Mighty Lord I , 
Low on his fun*ral couch he lies I 

No pitying eye— no heart afford 
, A tear to grace his obiequies» 

Ih the fable tvarrior fled ? 

Thy Ibo is gone^^He reits among the dead. 

GjtAY, 



/^LOVIS, who had irritated the an- 
^^ gui(h of his wound by his own 
rage and impatience, expired in a few 
hours, calling wildly on the name of 
JL^frida. 



He 
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He was bewailed only by the affec- 
tionate Sybilla and the Count, who 
fondly loved him. Leofrida, with ge- 
nerous concern fympathized in the for- 
row of her amiable friend. She re- 
turned the fweet confolations which (he 
had formerly received, and forgot, 
while flie tned to alleviate the grief of 
the affeftionate lifter, that Clovis had 
ever offended her. 

The body of the unfortunate, yomh 
was conveyed with funeral pomp to the 
Chateau Pontoife, attended by the 
Count and Sybilla, who quitted her be- 
loved Leofrida with the keeneft regret. 

The noble-minded Ranulph, who fin- 
cercly lamented the fatal ardour that 
had unawares led him to dye.lus fword 
in blood, appeared melancholy and de- 
jefted. 

Leo^ 



THE KKIGHT8. 4I 

Leofrida was anxious ta^econcile Si- 

gefert to her generous deliverer; — (he 

took the firft opportunity of difclofing 

to the former the fervice which the 

hcfjoic Ranulph had rendered her; firft 

.jifetefcuing her from her cruel captivity 

2iti the caftle of his father, and after- 

^^^ards from the perfecutigns fhe endured 

in t^ Chateau Pontoife. 

Sigefert heard her relation with ado- 
nilhment. His former hatred' was 
changed into gratitude, into afifedtion; 
he flew to find the brave deliverer of his 
Leofrida confefling his miftake in fup- 
pofing him his foe. 

Ranulph, rejoiced to receive . as bis 
friend a knight whofe merits he ad- 
mired, eafily granted his pardon ; and 
the Baron acknowledged him as deferv- 
ing of his warmeft affedlion. As he 
called him by the name of Friend, a 

heavy 
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heavy figh, occafioned by the rememr 
' brance of one whofe exalted attachment 
had proved fo truly worthy of that ho- 
noured name, burft from his bofom ; 
he flood awhile in agonizing agitation. 
Ranulph obferved his emotion, but 
though he knew not the caufe, with the 
concern of a friend he endeavoured to 
calm him by propoCng that they (hould 
together walk on the Jbanks of the 
Lille. 

l^heyiamVedata fmatrgrove of wit- 

'lows, where fitting down rhey unbound 

their helmets to enjoy the foftnefs of the 

evening breeze that geatly ruffled the 

clear furface of the river^ 

Sigcfert, carting his eye on the braces- 
let that was faftened to the wrift of his 
new friend, afked him with a fmile if 
iie was the captive of the lady whole 
'favour he wore. A deep figh anfwered 

bis 
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his queftion. You have twice prcferv- 
ed Leofrida, feid the 'Barbn; how can 
her gratitude be better exprefled than 
by conf^ring on you the reward yon 
would of all others the moft value? 
Come, added he, let us bury the an- 
cient animofities of our families in a 
iriendlyalliance. ^ 

Ranulph ftarted up in a rapture of 
•furprife. He clafped the hand of Sige- 
ffeft, but as if inftantly recolleAing him- 
felf,— Nol cried he, Kt not the ami-^ 
able, the lovely Lady Leofrida be con- 
t/ouled in a point fo near her happinefs, 
liot even by the intrcafies of a beloved 
brother. Could felicity^ like that you 
prefent to my fancy, be obtained with 
her clief-rful concurrence, what were 
tny tranfpots! But leave me, I conjure 
you, geneious friend, to win, if pofli- 
ble, by my own feeble merits, fo ex- 
alted a blifs^ 
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Sigefert looked on ihe brave youth 
with admiration. An affedion fo truly 
delicate confirmed his opinion of the 
merit of his new friend, and made him 
wi(h more earneftly dian before, to place 
his beloved filler under the care of fo 
valuable a proteftor. He was anxious 
to difpofe of her in marriage ; for in- 
tending to pafs the reft of his life in the 
hurry of war, to foften the remem* 
brance of that cruel event (the heroic 
death of his 0{berne) which would em- 
bitter all his days, he could not himfelf 
be the guardian of his filler. 

She had no relation to whom fhc 
could apply for proteftion, and to re- 
main a ftranger, an exile in a foreign 
court, notwithftanding the kind afFec* 
tion of tlie Baronefs d*Auuray, was 
not a fituatioh perfedly plej^ng. 

He 
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He repeated his profeffions of friend- 
fhip . to the generous Ranulph, and 
wiftiing him the fuccefs which his 
exalted worth deferved, they walked fi- 
lently towards the city, 

Sigefert, in the warmth of his frater- 
nal affeftion refolved, that the generous 
love of Ranulph (hould not lofe its me- 
rit, but. that Leofrida fhould be ac- 
quainted with the fincerity and delicacy 
of a heart which he hoped fhe would 
accept. 

On his arrival at the palace he haft- 
ened to the apartment of his fifter. She 
was furprifed at this vifit; for, fearing 
that (lie would afk queftions concerning 
the brave youth who had been the com- 
panion of all their youthful fports, tod 
was, as he fuppofed, efteemed by Leo- 
frida as a fecond brother, he had feldom 
fought her alone. 

He 
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He entered with a grave and folema 
air, and feating bimfelf by the fide of 
his filler as (he fat at her cmbi;oidery» he 
thus began :— - 

*^ Is it poffible I (hould have lived to 
fee my beloved Leofrida deprived of all 
the affluence to which (he was heir, aa 
exile in a foreign land, dependent arid 
unprotefted? — Leofrida looked tenderly 
at him while he fpoke* She faw a tear 
ftAdiqg down his cheek — (he was af* 
fefted— No, cried (he, eagerly, I am 
not iinproteded : I have at l.ength re** 
covered my Icrfl^ my only guardian : I 
have the prote£Uon of my beloved Si* 
gcfert to rely upon. — The Baron was 
▼ifibiy agitated; he rofe — Your brother 
is an exile — Hq has loft, through the 
perfidious artifices- of a bafe guardian, 
his lawful pofleffionsi but he wi(hes not 
to recover that wealth which could not 
fweeten the bitteracfs of his lot. The 

remainder 
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remainder of his wretched life muft be 
pafled amtd the buftle of; arms. 

Bet why are you wretched, faid Lco- 
frida? looking at him with tender foli- 
citude. You arc reftdred to honour, to 
renown ; and the juftice of our Sove- 
reign will give back your rights. 

Sigefert turned away, unable to bear 
the gentle reproof and anxious enquiry 
which thefewordsconveyed. H^ wilhed 
not to impart to his iiftcr a fccret which 
wpuld fo keenly afflidt her. 

Since I cannot protcd you, faid he, 
ftiflinga figh that rent his bofcxn^ ac- 
cept a Proteftor adorne^ swith every 
merit which a foul like yours could, re- 
quire: accept the hand of the gej^e^fous 
Ranulph; and in his fincere, his deli- 
cate afiedion^ may you find all your 
patience rewarded. 

Various 
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Various and conflifting emotions, 
mingled with furprlfe in the heart of 
Leofrida. The folemnity of her bro- 
ther's addrefs had foftened and afFefted 
her. Gratitude, which poflefles fu- 
preme authority over noble minds, whif- 
pered with a forcible voice, that the he- 
roic fervices rendered her by the intrepid 
Ranulph, demanded a recompenfe. 
Her compliance too would pleafe, would 
gratify a brother whofe unaccountable 
unhappinefs (he ardently longed to al- 
leviate. Oppofed to thefe arguments, 
the image of Ofberne painted itfclf to 
her fancy with livelier colours than ever. 
Yet Ofberne had never declared for her 
any other attachment than what was due 
to the fifter of his mofl beloved friend. 
His inferior rank and JFortune, befides, 
would have prevented the difmterefled, 
the magnanimous youtli, from cherifh- 
ing the Icaft hope. It wks therefore an 
oflencc agrunft the facrcd-reftridtions of 

female 



iemale pride to prefcrve the memory of 
him as a lover* 

Thus fluftuating between the fcruples 
K)f nice delicacy, the foft whifperings of 
firm, well*groundcd love, and the ftrong 
inftigations of propriety and fifterly a£^ 
&£l:ioD, Leofrida preferved a painful 
filence. 

Sigefert perceiving her emharaffment, 
forebofe to fay more, and having bade 
her a tender adieu, that feemed to aik 
her compliance with his wiflies for her 
bappinefe^ he left her to her medita* 
tion« 

As he quitted the apartment of Leo- 
frida, he paffed by that of the Baronels* 
The door was open ; the Baronefs per- 
ceived him, and couAeoufly invited 
him to enter. He was glad of an op- 
portunity of expreffing his acknowledge 
' VOL. III. i> ments 
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ments to this amiable woman for her 
maternal care of his filler. 

In dignified, yet expreflSve terms, he 
teftified his gratitude; and as (he fp.oke 
of Leofrida with the warm concern of 
a parent, he difclofed to her the affec- 
tion of Ranulph, and his earneft wifli 
that it might be returned. 

The Baronefs approved of the alli- 
ance; (he communicated the affair to 
the Regent and the Earl of Albemarle, 
who were equally interefted with her- 
felf in the welfare of her amiable gueft; 
they concurred in their approbation; and 
the rumour of the intended nuptials of 
the young Baron de Lacy and the Lady 
Lcofiida, foon fpread through all 
Rcnnts. 
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chap; XXX. 



■ His potent lord, 

'Gainft the gi*eat day when emulous knights 

ihould couch 
The lance, careering on the liiled field. 
Bade him the foog prepare •— >. 

GXS BORNE. 



If mufic be the food of love, play on. 
Give roe excefs of it.«^— 
That ftraiD again ! — —• it had a dying fall. 
O ! .it came o'er my ear like the fweet foutk 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
Stealing and giving odoiu-,-— — Hufh ! no moret 

Shakespear. 



TTARRASSED by misfortunes and 

-*-•*• fufFerings, the gentle heart of 

Leofrida fickened at the new difficulties 

DZ it 
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it had to encounter; but mindful of 
the precepts of her valued inftruftrefs, 
the Lady Editha, and warned by her 
example, flie fttU refolved to maintaia 
her fortitude. 

After much deliberation with herfelf 
Ike firmly refolved to r^eft the hand of 
Ranulph,' and for the remainder of her 
days take refuge in a convent, as her 
only fecure afylum. But a new perplex- 
ity now occurred, which was, how to 
make known her refufal^ when the pro- 
pofals had only been made by the inter-, 
ceflion of her brother, and tllat, pro* 
bably, without the knowledge of her 
lover. 

Ranulph himfelf, in the frequent op- 
portunities allowed him of feeing and 
con verfing with Leofrida, fought rather 
to endeavour by tlie moft refpedtful at- 
tentions 
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tcntions to wia her. eftecm, than openly 
to folicit her fayoiir. 

In this perplexity fhe remained for 
fe veral days, when the Regent, to reconi- 
penfe the knights for their dilappoint- 
ment at the tournament, ordered the 
public feftivals to proceed, re-commenc- 
ing with a wild^boar hunting, 

Ti) him who rtiould beft difj^ay his 
intrepidity and ikill in the chace of this 
ferocious animal, and firft bring home 
his head on his lancei was decreed as a 
reward, a beautiful white courfcr, rich- 
ly adorned with all the trappings of 
war. 

The Ladies joined not in this amufe- ' 
mem, but affembled to congratulate 
the knights on their return from the 
chace, in the. amphitheatre appointed 
for the celebration of the public fefti* 
D 3 vals. 
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vals. Here the Baronefs intended to 
give a fumptuous feaft to the competi- 
tors for the prize. 

The ground of the circus was fpread 
with coftly tapeftry, for the ladies to 
walk upon. Canopies of azure-coloured 
velvet, reprefenting an artificial fky, 
were raifed over their heads, and tables 
were placed in a circular form> laden 
with coftly viands. 

Leofrida beheld the magnificent fccne 
with an eye of uninterefted admiration. 
She was penfive, and at times' diftrefled 
by the perverfe misfortunes of her own 
fate. 

The Regent, accompanied by the 

• Earl of Albermarle, arrived firfl: from 

the hunting match. He entered the 

circus, and took a feat prepared for him 

on fome fteps raifed by the pillars of the 

gallery^ 
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gallery. The ladies were ranged on each 
fide of the Sovereign, prepared to re- 
ceive the victorious knight. 

The found of trumpets announced 
his approach; and, conduced by two 
heralds, Ranulph entered the circus, 
bearing on the point of his lance the 
bloody head of a vaft boar. Loud 
ihouts echoed through the amphitheatre. 
The viftor advanced firft to the Regent, 
and having made a refpe£tful obeifance, 
haftened onward, and laid his grinning 
fpoil, with a diffident air, at the feet of 
Leofrida. She trembled and grew pale; 
afraid to meet the glance of her deliver- 
er, left her, countenance fliould exprefs 
ungenerous referve, (he fixed her eye 
on. the ferocious head that lay at her feet, 
ftill horrible and threatening, even in 
death. This adion, was confidercd by 
all the beholders as a public avowal of 
the knight's love. The Regent, with a 
courteous air bowed his head to Ranulph 
P 4 as 
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as a token of approbation, and all joined 
in applauding the viftor, except the 
diftrefled Leofrida. Sigefert gazed on 
her with a look of tender anxiety: flie 
obferved it, and tried to tranquillize her 
agitated mind. 

The white deed was now prefented ta 
the vidlor by the hand of the Regent 
himfelf ; and the nobles, knights, and 
ladies fat down to the banquet. 

When they rofe from the table, the 
Trouveurs, or bards, -were admitted in- 
to the amphitheatre to rehearfe their 
fongs. They were received with the 
refpeft ever paid to their profeffion. 
They had in their hands flutes, pipes, and 
harps. Ecch wore pendant from their 
necks a filver chain, to which was af- 
fixed an efcutcheon of the device of 
the noble to whom each belonged. la 
uni€;)ft with the tones of their inflrii- 

nieuts. 
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merits they recited the rhymes they had 
compofed in commemoration of the 
peace to which the land of Bretagne 
was fo happily reftored. 

Hark ! from afar, the din of war is heard. 
The trumpet's clangour ftrikes the 
peaceful ear. 
At .diftance» fee> the fplendid banners 
rear'd. 
And hods of knights in glittering fteel 
appear. 
Soon will ihc hodile bands, by mutual ar» 

dour prcft. 
Join clofe their ranks, and each in turn mo- 
left. 

The battle rages, and amongft the flain 
Arc many heroes, who oft times had 
fought 
For martial hpnour in th' cmbattl'd plain. 
And oft dire vengeance on their iot^ 
had wrought, 
Now^ the loud . trumpets found, the viAors 

(hout on high ; 
_The kard-fought battlers won, the conquered 
forces fly. 

J> i la 
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In fongs rchearfe the glories of the day. 
Let mufic celebrate the conqueror's 
praife, 
Let peafants join with joy their rural lay. 
In cheerful notes their thankful voices 
raifc. 
High o'er their heads the conquering ban- 
ners rife, 
And waft the pleafing founds of 'vift'ry to 
the flcie's. 

Among the numerous throng of thefe 
trouveurs, the figure of a young bard 
was particularly interefting. He was 
arrayed in a long green mantle, gather- 
ed at the neck with a narrow gorget, and 
fattened before with a white clafp. In- 
ft^ad of the filver chain, his harp 
hung fufpended from his neck by a 
filken cord. He modeftly drew back 
till Che reft bad recited their fongs,. 
which they did with warm emulation, 
eager to receive the prize-chaplet from 
the hands of the ladies* 

When 
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When they had done, the Regent, 
pleafed with the appearance of the youth 
in green, fent a page to enquire of him 
who he was. He anfwered, that he 
came from the northern parts of Europe; 
and that he was a wandering Trou- 
badore. 

The Regent ordered him, in his 
turn, to ling his rhymes. He bowed 
refpeftfuUy, and touching his harp with 
a foft and mournful found, fung the 
following lay : 



06 THE 
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THE SONG 



OF THE 



TROUBADORK 



I. 

T?ilOM mighty Odin's arry hall, 
"*" A thoufand warriors daily hic^ 

In glorious combat daily fall- 
la each fucceffivc fight they die; 
Yet ev'ry eve, ^ho* Death nigh waits^ 
Rcviv'd tlicy pafs the hundred gates. 

n. 

And at tke feftive banquet plac'd. 

The terrors of the day recite, 
While harps by hands immortal graced 
Applaud the oft-repeated fight ; 
Till trumpets blown by fpirits' breathy 
Recall them to their daily death. 

Cclellial 
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III. 

Ccleftial tribe ! tow Weft your dootxx 

OfdainM to toil in mighty feats, 
Yoar snartial chaplets ever bloom. 
Your fecial joys each eve repeats ! 
While o'er the banquet of the brave. 
See her kind hand great Frea wave. 

IV. 

O ! mrght I join your blifsful throng. 
With you advance to combat dear. 

And wield in heav'nly valour ftrong . 
The leath'ry fhield, the g&ld-top^d fpear 1 

But ah ! my fhort career is o*er, 

N6r aught my glory Ihall reftore. 

V. 

Be mine the harper's hamblei* fame. 

To ftcal the foft tone from the firing, 
Intent, the fong of fadneis frame. 

And gentle Love's keen forrows ling ; 
Whik as the tender notes arife 
'i Xfonnan^hoof my figks* 

And 



/6a THE KmOHTS. 

VL 

Arid O ! if fomc one happy lay 
Should lightly fink in Beauty*s ear. 

To her pure heart one touch convey, 
Then, as the lance, niy harp were dearf 

And fure my glory were not o'er, 

Tho' naught my martial life reftore. * 

VII. 

Ah I then adieu to martial pride,- 
No more I tempt th' embattled plain. 

But in my ofier cabin hide, . 

And tell my woes in that bleft ftrain ! 

And tho' nfiy fhort career be o'er, 
♦ Of knighthood's glories dream no more. 

VIII. 

And as the foft gales gently fleer ' 
Low moaning round my green retreat. 

In their fweet founds Ihould Fancy'hear 
A name my lips dare not repeat; 

Till Truth fcvcrc the dream reprove, 

Nor bid mc mufc on Famb or Lote. 

^ While 
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While the youthful bard was finging, 
the whole affembly liftened with looks 
expreffive of admiration. The melan- 
choly modulation of his voice, his 
whole air, which fo pathetically accords 
ed to the tone of his fong, interefted 
the heart, 

Leofrida, in deep mufing, caught 
every found; and as he concluded, tears, 
which (he was fcarcely fenfihle of (bed- 
ding, fo far was fhe loft in the penfive 
delight, fell faft upon her veft. . 

She looked on the harmonious harp- 
er with a glance of chaftifed tranfport. 
His form was graceful, and in his dark 
countenance, for his complexion was 
olive-coloured, a peculiar expreffion of 
tender melancholy was depi<Sted. 

The loud applaufes that refounded 
through the amphitheatre, fxcited the 

jealoufy 
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jealoufy of the other bards, who heard 
with indignation the prize for which 
they had fo ardently contended, decreed 
by the voice of the Regent himfelf, ta 
the young harper from the North; Ttiis 
was the honorary reward of a cbaplet, 
to be placed on the head of the vidlori- 
ous bard, by the hand* of fon:ie fair 
lady. 

Leofrida was feleftcd from the reft of 
the females to beftow the prize. The 
yoyng bard was led towards her by tho j 

brave Ranulph. She rofe with a com-*- 
pofcd air — the Troubadore refpeftfully 
bowed one knee, as he inclined his 
head to receive from her hand the cufto- 
mary wreath, curioully wrought of the 
vivid plumes of the peacock. 

As (he placed it on his head (he 
looked on him w ith gentle eo nplacency, |Q 

but ihftantiy ftartcd back widi involun- 
tary 



^ 
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tary furprife. The countenahce was the 
countenance of Ofberne, but the com- 
plexion was not his. Again (he looked, 
trembling with apprehenfion, and fe- 
cretly accufing her own bewildering 
fancy for its eagemefs in tracing the re- ' 
femblance. 

Ranulph, who ftood by, looked af- 
toniftied at her emotion ; and Sigefert, 
who inftantly perceived it, haftily drew 
nigh. He gazed eagerly on the bard,, 
to difcover what had thus excited the 
agitation of his filler. He too parted, 
and retreating a few paces, fixed his 
eyes in wild ftupor on the face of the 
youth. His regards were returned.— 
Sigefert at length advanced neater and 
nearer to the ftranger, exclaiming, in a 
ft^^^gglir^g voice — OsBERNE, The 
bard dropped his harp, and the Baron 
found hinrifelf clafped to the bofotn of 

h\ai 
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him who had fo heroically dared to cn^ 
counter, the death denounced againft 
his friend. 

Bewildered, as in a delirium, Sige*. 
fert retreated from his embrace, to afliirc 
his confufed fenfes that he was not de* 
ceived. 

Confternation and wonder now ex- 
tended through the whole affembly; 
the knights crouded round the ftranger, 
eager to know the truth of what thef 
furmifed, when a voice in an authorita- 
tive tone called from the other end of 
the amphitheatre for the thrpngto make 
way. It proceeded from the Earl o£ 
Albemarle. He gained the fpot where 
the aftonifhed Sigefert was afking a 
thoufand confufed queftions of the bard, 
with the air of one who dared fcarcely 
truft the excels of his tranfports. 

Tli« 
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The Earl advanced — " Art thou in- 
deed the brave Ofbeme ?*' faid he to the 
bard. The youth anfwered not, but 
making a fign to a page who was pair- 
ing by with an ewer of water, with 
which the Baronefs had fprinkled the 
face of the fainting Leofrida, he dip- 
ped the edge of his garment into the 
Turn, and wiping from his face the dark- 
ening that had disfigured him, appear^ 
ed to the wondering beholders the true 
Ofberne. 

Sigcferr, at thus recovering a friend 
whom he had ever loved with the mod 
fteady affeftion — whom he believed to 
have^lorioufly facrificed himfelf for his 
fake, experienced a fpafm of rapture 
that gave him the appearance of a ma- 
niac. This violent tranfporc was foon 
fucceeded by more tender and folema 
emotion. 

He 
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He gazed on Olberne with looks ex- 
preffive of fublime gratitude; and fall- 
ing on his knees, lifted his eyes to 
Heaven in filent thankfgiving for hav- 
ing refcued his beloved friend from the 
death into which his virtues would have 
hurried him. 

The feelings of Leofrida were pam- 
fully tumultuous. With a tranfport of 
aftoniOiment and delight (he furveyed, 
^{landing alive before her, that Ofberne 
whofe death Ihe had bewailed with more 
Iceen regret than the delicacy of her 
mind would confefs even to herfelf. 

She wiftied to welcome, to congratu- 
late the friend of her brother, the com- 
panion of her own youth ; but the words 
faltered on her lips. An air of con- 
flraint, which flie never felt before^ 
when fpeaking to Ofberne, perplexed 
her meaning. He obferved it — it fmote 

his 
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his heart;' he caft a m^ancboly, yet 
calm glance on Ranulp*;:, who flood 
befide Leofrida wondering at the fcene 
that was paffing ; but foon averted bis 
eye, eager to return the almoft filial con- 
gratufetions with which the generous 
Albenaarle received his long-loft fe- 
vourite. 

The Earl prefented the brave Ofberne 
to the Regent with the moll ardent, 
praifes. The knights thronged around, 
anxious to hail him as their friend, 
while the enraptured Sigefert, in a few 
words ingenuoufly informed the affemb- 
ly of the heroic adion whereby the bold 
youth had preferved him from diftion- 
ourable death, though he could not 
explain how the generous viftim had 
been fnatched from the facrifice. That 
remains for me to do, faid a voice 
which proceeded from without the bar- 
riers of the amphitheatre. 

' The 
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The Regent ordered the perfon that 
fpoke thus to be brought into his pre- 
fence. It was Lancelot, the friendly 
forefter of Guirche. The Regent, 
placing Ofberne by his own feat, com- 
manded the ftranger to relate the ex- 
traordinary event that excited the ge- 
neral amazement; for many of the 
knights had been^ as they fuppofed, 
witnefles to the death of the falfe Baron 
de Claire. 



CHAP. 



I V ) 



CHAP. XXXI. 



virtues like thefc, 



Make human nature fhine, reform the foul, ' 
And break our fierce barbarimns into men. 

Cato, 



LANCELOT, with an air of delight 
that fomewhat relaxed the feverity 
with which he loved to arm his other- 
wife benevolent features, began his re- 
lation in a firm and manly tone, the 
fubOance of which was as follows: 

Having fafely conveyed Sigefert out 
of the city, Lancelot hafiened to the 
fpot where the Duke and the nobles were 
aflembled to witnefs the execution of 

the 
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the unfortunate viftim to the laws of 
chivalry. 

He widied moft fincerely to fave both 
the heroic friends, but trembled at the 
idea, that by the time hh (hould gain 
the place of execution all would be over. 
B} fome accident he was difappointed in 
his expedation. When he arrived at 
the fpot, the fatal dart was not yet (hot 
frpm the arbalift, but it was ready 
pointed. 

The fuppofed Sigefert ftood in an 
attitude that fpoke the moft firm pre- 
fencc of mind, prepared to meet the 
ftrokc of unmerited death. 

Lancelot, though eager to fave him, 
was likewife anxious to do it in a man- 
ner that might not roufc the malice of 
the Duke, who, on the difcovery of 
the efcape of the right viftim, would 

not 
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not fail to wreak his vengeaace on both 
the heroic friends. He could not> 
therefore^ difclofe the cheats 

With the moft artful caution the ge- 
nerous forefter advanced near to the 
crofs-^bow man, who was appointed by 
the Duke to dire<9: the inftrument of 
deftrudioa. Lancelot was too well 
known to the Duke, and deemed too 
much interefted againft the culprit to 
be rebuked for this freedom. Tho 
ihaft, keenly pointed,^ was jplaced ftea- 
dily in the fatal engine. Attheinftant 
when the crofs-bow man extended his 
arm to di(patch the dart, Lancelot by 
. an imperceptible movement, artfully 
managed, (hook the arbalift with the 
point of his javelin, intending to avert 
the right direction of the (haft. 

. The deadly inftrument was aimed 

ivith too great exaftne(s to be thus 

VOL, III, E warded 
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warded from its purpofe. It whizzdl 
ivith dreadful force from the bow, and 
igained the unarmed breaft of the falfc 
Sigefcrt; yet the friendly interference 
ib far availed, that it reached not the 
moft vital part. It funk deep, never- 
tbelefs ; the fteel point," keenly barbed, 
occafioned abute anguifii; a profufion 
^f blood iflued from the wound* 

The ftrdke was believed to be effec- 
tual; the vidtim fell fenfelefe on the 
ground; a pitying groan burft from the 
knights who flood rounds and the Duke 
himfelf felt an unufual foftnefs dealing 
acro& his heart. 

Stunned with the^gony of the wound 
and the lofs of i>k)6d, not the leafl: move- ; 
ctient declar^^ci that the facrificed youth 
ftill lived. He lay for fome minutes 
dead in the eftimation of all the behold- 
4;rs^ though they faw not the ghaftlf 

pale- 



pafcncfs of his face, which was hid be- 
neath the cloied helmet. ^ 

.Lancelot, who, from the part which 
by the Duke's order he had aftcd in 
this tranfadion, had fome privilege to 
mike the demand, requeiled that the 
body of the culprit might be commili' 
ted to his care for iHterment. 

The Duke accorded to his wifh^ and 
"with all the apparent vengeance of a tri- 
umphant foe, th^ really friendly foteder 
feized the lifelefs corfe of the vidim, 
dragging it along with (eeming con-^ 
irempt, yet fo contriving his movements T 
that the motion might retard the fleet* 
ing remains of exiilence. 

JHe called to the Duke's officers who 

"were apgpinted to affifl hirh in the taik^ ' 

to haften to the chapel of a monaftery 

^iwhich was fitualtd in the fubufbs of the 

B » ' city. 
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city, and prepare one of the fathers to 
beftow a flight portion of the funeral 
cites on the body. A litter was brought, 
on which he now placed the corfe; and 
aided by one of his fellow forefters, who 
was peculiarly attached to his interefts, 
he bore it haftily from the city. When 
they were at fome dillance from the walls 
they turned afide into a fmall thicket of 
lime-trees, where Lancelot ftripping off 
the armour from the ftill motionlefs 
body, examined the wound. 

He found it deep. To ex t raft the 
dart was a work of great difficulty, and 
it muft be performed with the greateft 
dexterity and expedition, as the body 
would be waited for at the chapel of the 
monaftery. 

The heart of Lancelot was gpnerous, 
difinterefted, and indefatigable in the 
performance of a benevolent deed; but 

in 
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Hi the anxiety and hurry of th? moment 
he forgot thofe nic^r fenfibilities that^. 
by giving a timidity to the mind, fome^ 
times deter it from exerting that energy 
neceflary in cafes of emergency. He 
tried not to extradt the fatal dart by 
gentle means, the flownefs of which 
proceeding might entirely have fruf- 
trated his benevolent defign ; but grafp- 
ing the (haft in his ftrong hand, with 
one violent effort he tore it from the 
bread of OA)erne. 

The agony of this rapid movement 
feemed to recall the expiring pulfes of 
life, by animating them with torturing 
throbs 'y and Lancelot, though pleafed 
to remark the faint fign of exiftence, 
ftiuddered whdn he beheld the iron fea- 
ther of the barb ftudded with fragments 
of flefli ; but he had no time for una- 
vailing pity; binding, up the wound as 
well as he could, he concealed the 
E 3 body 
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body beneath fome bufhes, piling orer 
i^ boughs of trees; then lopping off a 
leafy branch from a tail lime, he com- 
pdfed' it ia a long form on the litter^ 
lacing round it the hauberk of Sigeferr^ 
which he had feized as it wasthrowa 
' afide to leave the breaft unarmed, at the- 
time of ei^ecution. He then dlfpofed 
the helmet and the remainder of the 
armour in proper order; he threw over 
them the furcoar, and none but a fufpi*^ 
cious eye could have difcerned the do* 
cet. 

Lancelot and his companion now^ 
haflened to bear the Kttcr to the mo- 
naftery, A folitary monk alone at* 
tended ia the chapel to beftowr the^ 
feanty rite, together with the Duke*^ 
officers. The latter attempted to take 
the body from the hands of Lancelot,, * 
who drove them back; obferving with 
» ftern air,— He was my foe and pri* > 

foneri 
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foncr } deny not my vengeance the de- 
light of committing him to that prifoa 
from which the rp,Qi ardour of youth, 
may no more endeavour to free him. 

The officers retired with a look of 
indifference, and Lancelot and his com* 
panion with trembling hands Aided 
their burden into the deep grave, while 
the gloom of the place favoured the 
eoncealment of their ftratagem.. 

The lofty narrow windows admitted 
but a feeble lights and a perpetual 
Iwnpwas burning at the extremity q£ 
the aifle, before the fhrine of a diftin* 
guifhcd faint, whofe faint glimmer- 
ing helped onJy to confufe the weak 
diay -light. 

The friar, with little appearance of 

folemnity muttered over the grave a 

iinall portion of the ritual^ and \ht 

B 4 armour 
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armour of Sigefert was thus quietly* 
intefred^ 

Lancelot now with impatient anxiety 
haftened to the fpot wKerc he had 
left the nearly lifelefs body of Ofbeme. 
With the aid of his companion, he 
formed of boughs a kind of litter, in 
which.he placed the yet infenfible youths 
and with unwearied care and labour 
conveyed him to the fecure retreat 
which his own habitation in the foreft 
of Guirche afforded. 

Seeking the mod unfrequented pathy, 
and perplexing his route by artful wind- 
ings, he arrived at length at his cabin m 
the foreft. The reft of the forefters 
being at Rennes, he was at liberty to 
purfue means for the recovery of the 
brave youth whom he had fo gener- 
cufly prefcrved. 

The 
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The dart had not touched the heart, 
but the wound was ftill fo deep, and 
fo rankled by the keen points of the 
barb, that it was long ere Ofberne was 
rei:alled to life. 

Gratitude to the cares of his generous 
deliverer, refigned him to fubjtnit im- 
plicitly to his will ; and when he was . 
Iblemnly affured that Sigefert had fafely 
efcaped, he was reconciled* to that life 
which, with fuch difintercfted heroifm, > 
he would have facrificed to fave his bes 
loved friend.. 



»5 chap; 
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CHAP. XXXIL 



* If ever thou (halt lotei, 



Jb the fweet pangs of it remember me; 
for fuch as I ami all true lovers are.. 

Sbakespem^. 



ALx)ng and painful ftate of indifpofi-^ 
tion foUoWbd pfberne*^. return to^ 
life. The unremitting diligence or 
Lancelot procured him every comfort a. 
fituation fo remote from human fociety 
could afford. The generous manners 
of this forefter had^j^from the time Whea 
Jhe engaged with him iii fi^^. combat 

foif 



fcr tlie jfcfctie of Sigcfcrt, conciliated 
Ofberne's warmed efteem 5 gratitude 
now ripened it into a fteady afFedtion. 

Ofcerec was at length fufficientljr re* 
ilored to health to walk about the foreft». 
and to join with his deliverer in a ft9fr 
martial cxercifcs, which required but 
little exertion. 

One day, he recollciSted' the hofpita- 
ble cotrage of the vine-drefferjK near the- 
foreft, at which he had been fo courte- 
oufly entertained, with the invitatioiv 
given to him by the old pilgrim to re- 
vifit it; He determined accordingly to. 
repair thither. 

The good -peafants, who with diffi- 
culty recollected in a pale figure, array- 
ed only in a' rude forefter^s habit, the 
perfon of the gallantly accoutred young 
knight, whom they had formerly en- 
£j5 tenained,. 
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tertaincd, received him with joyful 
courtefy. • 

The venerable CoTombiere hailed 
him with a benedi<5tion, and Juftine 
and Cecile haftened to bring forth the 
beft of their refrefliments. Here he 
Jeamed with delight of the final engage- 
ment which had reftored peace to Bre- 
tagnej the glorious vi&ory of the 
Earl of Albermarle ; his wonderful ref- 
cuc by an unknown warrior ; and the 
appointment of the Baron d^Auuray to 
the Regency. 

He heard too, tidings which reached 
not the ears' of Lancelot. He learnt 
that Leofrida and the good Mortimer 
had once taken refuge in the cottage, 
and had been for fome time its inhabi- 
tants ; that the lovely fitter of Sigefert 
had been feized at a Ihort diftance from 
the cottage by armed men, and con* 

veye4 
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veyed away^ to the inexpteffible grief 
of the peafants ; but that not long fince 
they had received a meffenger from her, 
who informed them, that ftie was fafely 
fituated under the protedion of the Ba- 
ronefs d'Auuray. 

- No mention being made of the Lady 
JEditha, Ofberne juftly fuppoied that 
fhe had died of that (icknefs, a prey to 
which he had feen her when he viiited 
the Chateau Pontoife* 

To the memory of this amiable but 
unfortunate Lady, the almoft parental 
tutorefs of his infancy, the pious youch 
paid a finccre tribute of regret ; nor a- 
woke from the penfive mood till Juf. 
tine, who had given him the preceding 
relation, added to it intelligence that 
pierced deeply to the foul of the brave 
Olberne, 

The 
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The good vlM-drcffcr,^ eager to bet 
acquainted with everytliing relating ta^^ 
>he Lady Laofrida/ wbofe gentle man^ 
ners bad engaged the fincereft reverence; 
of all the cottagers, had employed a 
perfon of Morlaix, who had frieads: 
living at Rennes, to. enquire her exadl 
iltuation. By this means he learned the 
falfe report which had been, circulated^ 
Arough that city,--»-That the Lady Leo^ 
firida de Claire was in a Qiort time to be 
married to the young Baron de.Lacy;-~ 
that the Regent had . appointed mag-^ 
nificent games to be held in commemo-^ 
ration of the late vidtory; and that,, 
probably, during the period of the fef* 
tivals, the nuptials would be cele^ 
hrated. 

Ofberne grew pale as he liftencd to* 
this recital. A foul like his was inca[»-. 
ble of a flight attachment. His lowc^ 

like. 



like his fnencUhip, was as fleady as it 
was heroically ardent ; it was founded 
upon a knowledge of the objeft beloy* 
cd. Ties, of gratitude and affedion^. 
had from hie earlieft years bound Of- 
berne to every individual of the family 
of de Claire; an intimate acquaintance^, 
not only with- the leading virtues of 
Lcofrida, but with thofe minor perfec- 
tions which diiplay themfelvcs only to> 
the eye of a familiar friend,' had ripen- 
ed the regard of gratitude and admira<P^ 
tion into love; the firm, the exalted* 
bve that now animated his fouL. 

He had frequently, in fecree^ re*> 
ptoached himfelf for the little exertion 
(or rather none at all) with, which her 
ceafoned againft the raOinefs of his at«. 
tachment*. 

His birth, his rank, fo. much be-- 
Heath thofe which ought to grace the 

favoured 
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favQuricd lover of Leofnda, formed ar- 
guments that never failed to convince 
hi& judgement, while the .artful cafu. 
iftry of the fofter paffion, always found 
means to rob thenx of their full en- 
ergy. 

Sedate reafon. ftilL difplayed to him 
the unfortunate tendency of this too. 
conftant attachment ; for even could he. 
dare to attempt gaining the heart of 
Leofrida, and were this attempt to 
prove fuccefsfiil, how could he bear 
that Sigefcrt, in an excefs of generous, 
friendlhip, Ihould facrificc. his lovely 
lifter to one of fo inferior a rank, one 
who had not yet obtained even the firft. 
order of chivalry, 

Thefe confideratioiis were again re-, 
vivedby the intelligence he now heard; 
which though it pierced his heart with 
an agony he had never felt before, ice- 

ftored 
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ftorcd him to the complete dominion of 
thofe difinterefted fentiments that bufy 
love was too apt to oppofe. 

The rank and fortune of the Baron 
dc Lacy were in every refpeft fuch as 
might claim an alliance with the family 
de Claire. Ranulph Wmfelf was ami- 
able, was deferving of io rich a treafure 
as the lovely Leofrida. 

On his return to the foreft, Ofberne^ 
became penfive, and frequently appear- 
ed loft in the d^epeft mufing. Some- 
times he was tempted to forfake for ever 
his native country, quit that land in 
which he had fo inaufpicioully began 
his martial career, and engaging in the 
fervice of diftant nations, ftill continue 
(as he was believed to be) dead to hi& 
frknds. 



la 
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In every affair, whether important; 
or trivial, Ofbernc was never wont to, 
decide haftily* While he deliberated , 

on this point. Love,, as if refentful 
that his force was fo nobly combated^ ^ 

Whifpered, tliat the rumour might be 
felfe. 

The delight which this furmife in» 
fpired, won even the fober foul ot Of<» 
berne to give ear to it j and at length 
be determined to witnefs with his owxi. 
eyeii th« truth or fallacy of the. 
I report* 

I The with too* of ftgain beholding: 

hia beloved Sigcfert, that friend fotc 
uhom he had joyfully fiifferedXo much^. 
^ided the relolution. 

He cotninunicated his intention to. 
Lancelot, alleging fimply as his rea* 

fons. 
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fons, a define to be pfefenrat the grand' 
feftivals - about to be celebrated ac 
Rennes, without th^ danger of being 
dikovered. 

Lancelot, wbofe long abfence. from- 
-his fellow.forcfters could not fail to be a^ 
matter of much wonder to them, and 
who himfelf felt a llrong defire to be 
prefent at the celebration of the magni- 
ficent fpeftacles ordered by the Regent 
in commemorafion of the late vldtory^ 
readily agreed to accompany the heroic : 
youth. 

Ofberne, tinting his face with the.* 
moifture of an herb, with whofe pro«^ 
perties Lancelot, from his long abode- 
in rural'fcencs was well acquainted, af- 
fumed the habit of a northern bard,, 
or Troubadore, 

ThusL 



•o{ 
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Thus difguifed, the gallant youths 
mingled with the ' Trouveurs of the 
country, and found no difEculty in 
gaining admittance into the prefence. 
of the Regent, and "his illuftrioua. 
gucEs^- 



CHAF, 
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•CHAP. XXXIII, 



Tct on (he moves— now flands and eyes thee 
fix'd, 
About t' have fpoke, but now with bead declin'd. 
Like a fair «flow'r furcharg'd with dew, (he weeps ^ 
And wx)rds addrei'sM, feem into tears diifolv'd, 
Wetting the borders of her filken veil j — 
- But now again (he makes addrefs to fpeak. 

MlLT0». 



TTTHEN Lancelot had etided his 
^ ^ relation, the admiration of the 
whole aflembly was di reded to Ofberne, 
The mirtgled warmth of friendfliip and 
refped with wjiich he was accofted, 

was 



was only exceeded by the filent but 
eloquent tranfport of aflfedion, which, 
was vifible in every look and movement 
<jf Sigefert. 

Leofrida*s emotions were nearly toa 
bowtrful for concealment : — ^to behold 
the brave Ofberne, the amiable com- 
panion, the moft valued* friend of her 
brother ftill living, when flie had fo 
bitterly regretted his too early death § 
to hear of his heroic virtue, in fa- 
crificing his own life with fuch un- 
exampled, fuch fteady intrepidity, to 
fave her beloved Sifefert ^ to wit- 
»efs this, and not to congratulate him 
-^to thank him -r- if any expreflion^ 
could adequately denote her gratitude, 
was a trcafon againft every generous 
feeling. But how could (lie dare to 
truft her own voice?— how reftraia 
the raptui!c of lier gratitude from 

<^er- 



'Over4eaplng the nice boundaries of fe- 
•male referve ? 

While (he thus remained in paiA* 
"ful fufpenfe, Sigefert led towards hef 
^hat friend whom he now termed his 
deliverer— his guardian protedor. She 
^addreffed him— flie congratulated him, 
1>ut the conftraint in her a^edt, the 
tremulous ^tone of her voice, accorded 
not with that dignified, yet enchant- 
ing franfcnefs, which was wont to 
charm in the manners of Leofrida, 
Ofberne obferved it ; — a heavy figh 
tranfpired from his bofom;— he caft 
down his eyes ; — a flight trembling fctf 
an inftant feized his f^me. 

The mutual agitation was increafed 
hy Sigefert, who^ not having noticed 
ft, haftily ftepped Ito Ranulph, feized 
his hand, and leading him towards 
^Oiberne, Add to the number of thofe 



[ 
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you highly value, faid he to the youftg 
Baron, one mod deferving of eftecm. 
Regard' this knight as your friend. 
So faying, he gave the hand he held 
to Ofberne. 

Ranulph whofe foul, was moulded 
to every generous and difinterefted 
affcdion, and who was prepared from 
what he had juft heard, to regard 
Ofberne with the warmeft admiration, 
joyfully accepted his friendlhip. 

The brave youth returned his fa- 
lutation with equal courtefy; but, as 
he grafped the hand thus prefented to 
him, he perceived round the wrift a 
well-known bracelet ; that ornament' 
which he had often feen on the arniv 
of Leofrida* An involuntary emotion 
quivered his hand, but that fedate 
pr^fence of mind which was his pe- 
culiar quality, foon converted the tran- 



i 
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Itent agitation into calm melancholy. 
Leofrida, who poflefled lefs energy 
of refolution, felt her whole frame 
tremble, as (he obferved the eye of 
Olbierne p;lance. with tender penfive- 
nefs on "the bracelet. She^took the 
opportunity while the knights were 
engaged in this fliort conference, to 
glide away, and join the Baronefs. 

The manner in which- Ofberne re- 
ceived the unbounded teflimonies of 
admiration, which were fo eagerly 
expreffed by the whole itffcmbly, dif- 
played the true greatnefs of his foul 
almoft as forcibly as the heroifm of 
bis anions. He was alike a ftranger 
tt> offientaiious affeftation and to falfe 
humility, 

' He -heard not applaufe with the 
mean fenfiition of gratified pride, but 
(hnank from admiring approtiationi' as 
'>i VOL. in. F one 



98 XH£ KNIGHTS* 

one wbo-performed great aiSions, from 
a purer ipotive than the love of hu- 
xi>an commendation. Yet ftill the 
tpvinning courtefy of his manners, though 
now (haded by the penfive habit of 
his mind, expreffed a proper fenfe of 
,the regard by which he was thus dif- 
tinguilhed. 

Leofrida had no fooner turned from 
Olbcrnc, than a delicate fentiment of 
the moft lively gratitude told her, that 
flie had appeared cold, unfeelingly in- 
different, to the deliverer, the exalted 
deliverer, of her. beloved brother. An 
agonizing regret pained her generous 
bofom; (he refolved, whatever the ef- 
fort might coft her, to greet him 
the next time he (hould addrefs her, 
with that unaffedted complacency due 
to his exalted virtues; which, what* 
ever relerve was expreffed in her 
mien^ now elevated that tender efieem 

flic 



THE KNIGHTS. 99 

flic had ever felt for Oiberne, intp a 
fentiment of the moft ardent vene- 
ration. 

Ofberne, having returned proper 
regard to the friendly expreffions of 
Ranulph, threw his eye with an uninter- 
eiled glance around theamphicheatre^ 
when, on the other fide of the bar- 
tiers, a well-known objedt engaged his 
attention. 

It was the vwicrable face of the 
good Mortimer, gazing, from a dif- 
tance, to defcry the form of him whom 
he had ever regarded as a fon. Rap* 
ture was flxongly painted on the re- 
verend features of the good chamber- 
lain. .Ofberne darted through the 
furrounding knights, and was in an 
inflant by the fide of the faithful mo- 
nitor of bis youth. The good old 
man, with tears of joy, gave Jhim his 
F 2 bene* 
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benedidlion j and Ofbcrne would gladly 
have retired from the tumultuous fcene 
before him, to pafs a few minutes of 
mutual welcome with his aged friend^ 
when a page acquainted him that the 
Regent enquired for hiitu 

He obeyed. The Regent defcend- 
ing from the fteps that elevated his 
feat, made a fignal to fome pages, who 
waited at a diftance, with a hauberk, 
helmet, fpurs, and other infignia of 
knighthood^ to approacii ; - then ad- 
dreffing himfclf to Olberne, he thus 
fpojce :— 

It is the chief glory of that infti- 
tutioh, whofe laws are calailated to 
ennoble and r^ne the human heart, 
that its honours are the reward of 
merit. On him who diilinguifhes 
himfelf in the field of jufr combat^ 
whofe intrepidity and fteady valour 

crown 
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crown him with triumph, the invefti- 
ture of chivalry is beftowed as the 
right of the brave. 

Shall not, likewife, the ipagnani- 
mity of anions, performed not in the 
field of war, but in the exercife of 
private virtue, be rewarded with equal 
glory ? ShaH he, whofe valour is re- 
compenfed for having flain numbers, 
obtain a brighter renpwn than h^ 
who has faved ? — Accept, heroic youth! 
a token of refpedt to your exalted 
merit; flight indeed, in comparifon 
of your d^eds, but confidered as their 
recompenfe, it (hall acquire value 
from the occafion on which it was 
conferred. 

So faying, the Regent took from a 

page the golden collar, which he put 

round she neck of Ofberne, and, with 

condefcending grace, (looping down, 

F $ he 
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be fixed OD his heels the fpurs of 
gold ; dicn touching his (houlder with 
his own fword^ conferred on him the 
firft order of chiralry; creating him 
a Knight of the Golden Shield. Of- 
bcme, as the hauberk^, the dtftinguifli- 
ing badge of knighthood, was put 
upon him, felt the glorious ardour 
of chivalry animate his foul, though 
with more moderate force than it was 
wont to poflefs. 

The Regent next pkced on the 
head of the new knight, a cafque of 
the moll finely tempered fteel, beneath 
the creft of which were arranged fome 
valuable, but not glaring gems, and 
prefenting to hini a fword, whofe hilt 
was richly damaiked, — Take this wea- 
pon, faid he; hands like yours are 
a proper depofitory for fuch a gift j 
for they are fure to wield it only for 
the moft noble purpofes 

In 
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In your grafp, we forget that it is 
an inftrument of deaths — ^that its edge 
is keen to (hed blood. We regard 
it only as the hallowed guardian of 
jufticc, — the friend of the irijiired,— 
the fteady defender of the oppreflcd: 

Ofberne, whofc foul was exquifitely 
fufceptible to favours conferred with 
fuch delicate refpefl, acknowledged, 
with the mod lively gratitude, the ge- 
nerous condefcenfion of the Regent. 
Again reftored to martial glory, in 
few,TDUt fignificant words, he devoted 
his military fervice to the Regent 
whenever the prior claims of his ge- 
nerous friend, the Earl of Albemarle, 
(hould not require his arm. 

Ofberne was thus, as ever wont, 
cpnfiftent with himfelf; and fufFered 
not the excefs of zeal, excited by ho- 
nours fo diftinguifhingly conferred, to 
F 4 injure 
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injure in the kaft degree the gratitude 
he owed to others. 

The Regent was the more charmed 
with this offer of voluntary fervice^ 
as he perceived the confiderate reftric- 
tions with which it was made. The 
military aid of a knight, who could 
fb nobly adhere to the engagements 
of honour and gratitude, was, in his 
eyes, of great eftimation; and he re- 
ceived the" offer with joy, from one 
whofe actions thus proved the fleadi^ 
nefs, as well as ardour> of the fealty 
he vowed to his military chief. . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 



Nor holds this earth a more deierving knight 
For virtue, valour, and for noble blood| 
Truth, honour, all that is compriz'd in good* 

Drydsw. 



/^SBERNE was now no longer an un- 
^^ known troubadore, hymning bis' 
diTcohrolate ftrains ; but accoutre'd in 
all the fplendid decoratiofls and infignia 
of war, he was exalted* 'to 'the firfl 
honour of knighthood. He received 
and wore the glorious badges with 
that natural dignity, which neither 
.i^r p< added 
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added felf-importance to his air, nor 
fuUied the gracefulnefs of his deport- 
ment by obfequious acknwledgements. 

Sigefert, while the Regent was em- 
ployed in the invefliture, had dif- 
patched a page to his apartment, for 
fomething which he wanted. 

He returned and gave into the 
hands of the Baron a folded parcel. 
Sigefert advancing |towards Olberne, 
while joyful exultations animated every 
feature^ thus addreffed him:—- , 

To complete your martial array, 
my honoured friend, receive this fur- 
coat J your efteem for its firft giver 
vTenders it dear to your foul ; and the 
glorious deed, which obliged you to 
renounce it, doubly enhances its value. 

So 
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So faying, he threw over the 
flioulders of Ofberne the white fur- 
coat, edged with the embroidery of 
palcn-leaves by the hand ofLeofrida. 
Ofberne gazed on it with a look of 
mingled furprife and delight; then 
calling a refpedful glance on its fair 
giver, who was at fome diftance, by 
the fide of the Baronefs, he eagerly 
wrapt round his arms the valued veft, 
and clafped it to his bofom. 

A look of complacent fatisfadion 
unconfcioufly dole over the features 
of Leofrida, as (he beheld the event- 
ful mantle reftored to its right owner. 

While Sigefert-^thus exulted in the 
honours bellowed upon Ofberne, with 
all the enthufiaflic rapture of grati- 
tude and friendihip, his fifler, who 
felt eqml tranfp6rt^ endeavoured calmly 
to exprefs her congratulations to the 
F 6 * new 
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new knight; and fubduiiig, by a vio- 
lent effort, the too tender emotions 
that convulfed her bofom, (he greet- 
ed him as Sir Ofberne, with all that 
frank yet delicate friendaiip, which 
was wont to adorn her afped when- 
ever (he addreffed him. 

Ofberne, unconlcious that this was 
the effe<a of a noble victory acquired 
over fentinjents, which had he known 
them, would have infpired him with 
unutterable felicity, was chagrined in- 
ftead of gratified. 

Does the amiable Leofrida, .thought 
he, regard me with more compla- 
cency nowj than when I '^as the 
humble, the undignified Olbernc ? 

But inflantly checking an idea that 
wroiQtgod the ever-exalted, foul of the 
objeft Jxe adored, he attributed the 

con- 
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conftraiht viCblc in her manners when 
(he firft addreflfid him^ to her mmd 
being entirely engaged by her ap- 
proaching nuptials with the: happy 
Ranulph. . ..." 

The' R^ent now difmifled his guefts 
from the banquet, which, on account 
of the extraorldinary occurrences that 
had intervened, was : prolonged' to an 
pnufual length. '■ Sigefcrt, by permif- 
fion of his princely- hoft, carried his 
recpvered friend to the apartments al- 
lotted for himfelf in the palace ; not 
forgetting to add to the paity ' the 
generous Lancelot, whofe nckHc coia^ 
duiSt.had been publicly.' knd warmly 
applauded by the Regent, and whoni 
the fateful Baron a thoufand times 
greeted )sd the prefeiver of all he held 
moft dear* ^ "> 

. ; . . , ■ Again ^- 
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Again rc-united, the faithful friends 
paflTed many hours in fweet conver- 
fation; mutually explaining to each 
other the events that had befallen 
them fince their feparation. 

The generous forefter exulted in 
their joy, attributing to himfelf the 
glory of having refcued them both 
from deilrudion; and, in turn,, was 
admitted to (hare their friend(hip, 
with all the cordiality of unbounded 
gratitude. 

In ' the account that Sigefert gave 
his friend of the wretched period tha^ 
he had pafled fince his departure 
from Rennes, Ofberne learned with 
regret the death of the . brave youth 
Conflantine. This explained the. acci- 
dent of the cafque and furcoat of 
Ofberne having fallen inio the hands 
of Clovis, from whom Sigefert had 

feizqd 

I 
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feized the latter on the day of the 
tournament* When the good Morti- 
mer affirmed that the cafque, round 
which Leofrida had bound the purple 
fillet, was ftill among the fpoils at the 
Chateau Pontoife, Ofberne fecretly de- 
termined to reclaim it at the hands of 
the Count, 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV 



' His manly formy 



His inrtuesy e'en the courage that preferv'd 
Her life, befeem'd no fentiment to wake 
Stronger than gratitude. 

Mason. 



T EOFRIDA, when (he retired to 
■^ her own apartment, found her for- 
titude fcarcely adequate to the trial 
it had now to encounter. The agi- 
tation occafioned by the events of the 
day, had' been nearly too violent for 
her tender frame to fuftain. 

To 
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To know that O/berne lived: — ^to 
fee him : — to hear of the illuftrious 
deed by which he had irefcued her 
beloved Sigefert, afforded oi>ly rapture 
for her meditation. But the glance he 
had caft on the bracelet, which grati- 
tude had induced her to beftow on 
the generous Ranulph; — the declara- 
riott which Sigefert had made to her 
of the love of that brave youth, all 
confpired tamingle anxiety with her joy^ 

Leofrida was now accuftomed to 
fuffer: fhe fofgot not her plan of • 
ftttidy reiblution, nor the injunftions 
of the dying Lady Editha. After 
tnuch mental exertion and fedatc 
meditation, the attained the ufual re- 
ward of her efforts, .a cpUedled, if not 
a tranquil mind. 

' The new light in which Olberne 
appeared, not only as the moft ami- 
able 
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able of youths, but the moft heroic 
of friends^ exalted that . attachments 
Which (he had fcarcely dared to ac- 
knowledge even to herfelf, into the 
moft fteady, the moft venerating love. 

Female delicacy, with all i,ts per* 
plexing fcruples, combated this affec- 
tion ; and (he again, as Ihe had oftea 
done before, refolved to efteem Ofbcrnc 
Qnly as the friend of Sigefert. . 

She ardently wiflied to exprefs her 

difinclination, to allow the afliduities 

, of Ranulph : — but how difapprove 

what had never explicitly been propofed 

to her ? 



The period appointed by the Eail 
of Albemarle for his departure from 

Bre- 
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Bretagne now arrived, and he pre- 
pared to take leave of the Regent. 

One day, previous to his departure, 
the friendly Marefchal took Sigefert 
apart^ and, with the ardour of almofl: 
paternal afFedtion, bifought him to 
accompany him to his native country, 
and claim, from the treacherous grafp 
of his bafe guardian, the !l^rl of 
LenoZj^ his caftle and eflates. 

Sigefert, who was now reftored to 
happinefs by the recovering of his 
beloved Olberne, willingly agreed to 
be no longer detained from the pof- 
feffion of his juft rights, and inftantly 
refolved to depart with the Earl. 

He communicated his defign to 
Leofrida, whom he judged it prudent 
to leave in Bretagne, till he was rein- 
ftatcd ' in his rights, and could con- 
vey 
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vey her in fafety to the Caftle de Claire. 
She rejoiced in the intelligence, not 
doubting that the clemency and jufticc 
of the king would readily order the 
confifcated eftates of Sigefert to be 
reftored. 

It was not to be fuppofed that 
Olberne would fail to accompany his 
friend, his companion in arms, on an 
expedition of fo much importance.* 
Leofrida fighed, as ftie thought of 
being again feparated from thofe who 
were her beft proteftors ; but (he was 
BOW. in fccurity, and regretted the 
reparation, not from motives of per- 
fonal apprthenfion, but fifterly affec- 
tion. 

The Regent, reludant to part with 
a noble, whom he confidered not only 
as the brave ally who had reftored 
peace to Bretagne, but as his valued 

friend. 
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friend, prevailed upon the Earl to 
delay his departure for a few days. 
This gave Olberne an opportunity to 
repair to the Chateau Pontoife, 

Before he fet forward on his jour- 
ney, he informed Leofirida, whom he 
feldom (aw but among the ladies of 
the court,' of his intended vifit to the 
home of her beloved friend, the ami- 
able Sybilla. She rejoiced at the in- 
telligence, having long ardently wiflied 
to hear what had pafled at the chateau 
fince the death of Clovis. 

She haftily thanked Ofberne for 
his confiderate courtefy, and flew to 
her apartment to prepare a letter for 
her friend. She foon returned, and 
as (he gave it into the hands of the 
knight, he thought he again beheld 
^ in 41 her unchanged charms, the af- 
fable, the friendly JLeofrida. He bade 

her 
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her a refpeftful adieu ; (he wilhed to 
enquire the motives of his vifit to the 
chateau, but refrained, and he departed 
from Rennes. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XXXVL 



Death, came on aniaio» 
And exercised bellow his iron rcign. 

DiiT0Bir. 



•^SBERNE journeyed haftily on, in- 
y^ tending, before he returned, to pay 
4 farewell vifit to. the cottage of the 
* hofpitable. vine-dreffer, to whom and 
his family he had prefents of great 
value to deUyer frprt fthp Baron de 

Claire 



120 TftB KHIGHTS. 

Claire and his fifter, with fome tokens 
of affeftionatc regard from Mortimer to 
the venerable Colombicre. 

As he drew near to the Chateau de 
Pontoife, he was furprifed to obfervc 
that the pennons were removed from 
the top of the parapets. 

He a'dvanced to the great portaU 
and blowing the horn, was received 
by a J)age arrayed in a black- doublet 
and cloke with a cap of the fame 
htiey in ^ which was a plume of black 
feathers. Ofberne informing him that 
he came from the Lady Leofrida de 
Claire, was ulhered into the great 
lialL; the niouming decorations.;' of 
iiyiiicb coiividc^d him that fotne one of 
the family Was' dead. 

- He was going 'to itoikej en^uiriei 
df the p^e> when hr iisicollef^ed the 

'»- -5 account. 
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^tcount, given him by Sigcfert, of 
the death of Cbvis ,at the tourna/- 
meat. But on reqiicfting t0 be fliewn 
to the Count, he was iiiformecl by the 
pi^ge tbat he too was dead, . 

Ffe bad been attack«i by a def- 
Iterate diforder, foon after hi$ return 
from Rennes : the malady was irri* ' 
tated by the anguifli of his mind, for 
die lofs of an only fon fo wifortu- 
nately flain; and in a fliort time he 
expired. Ofberne fighed , aj; the rela*' 
tion of the melancholy cataftropfc^ 
which had thus defolated an ancienjC 
family. He was led into the- prefence 
of SybUla, now the only heir of the 
yaft eftaccs of Pontoife^ 

Her fevejce affliftion found s^ (hqf J 
ceflaiion in the eager anxiety vfhh 
which flie heard tidings of her be*- 
loved Xeofrida. Ofberne, thpugh re- 

YOjL* III. a ceived 
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Veived with the moft amicable cour- 
tefy, intruded not long upon the fa- 
cred retirement of grief, and taking 
, ill charge a letter to Leofirida, with 
an air of relpcftful condolence, he 
bade an adieu to the fair mourner; 
having obtained the reftitution of his 
helmet, which was reftored to him with 
the moft winning courtefy. 

Eager to communicate to Leofrida 
the fatal misfortune that had befallen 
her friend, Ofbcrne in hafte proceed- 
ed to pay his lad viiit at the cot- 
tage of Juftine* 

The good pealants received him 
with rapture, and accepted the mag- 
nificent prefents of the Baron de Claire 
and his fifter^ with that demeandt 
which betiays neither afiedled reluc- 
tance^ nor felfilh eagerhefs to receive 
benefits. 

To 
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To thefe worthy cottagers Ofbcmc 
bade an aifedionate adieu ; and quit- 
ted their peaceful habitation, followed 
by the artlefs regrets of Juftine and 
Cecile, and the fatherly benedidions of 
the venerable Colombiere, 

He took his road through thefo- 
reft of Guirche, anxious to pay the 
tribute of a farewell to, the place 
which had been to him fo eventful si 
fcene. He found a few of the fo* 
letters already returned from Reones. 

He was welcomed; to the leaf- 
roofed cabins with all the rough, yet 
cordial hofpitality of feclud^ life; and 
having (hared their charaderiftic re- 
pad, coafitting of a large ponion of 
wild boar roafted, and ftrewed with 
favoury, wild fage, and forrel, he bade 
them a friendly adieu, and haftenedt 
to Rennes* 

G z Leofiida 
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; Leofrida was with the Barohefe, ia 
a fmall faloon of the palace^ when 
Ofberne arrived. Sigefert and Ra- 
iiulph were likewife prefeht/ The tid- 
ing of the Count's death were re- 
ceived by all with furprife, but by 
Leofrida with keen regret. 

She partook with fbch affeftionas 
Was due to the generous Sybilla, att 
Ihe gficfe of her frfend, and ^rth*- 
drew ih hafte to her Own apartment 
to •i'ead and weep over her letter. 

Ofberne, with that tlelicatfe confi- 
deration which e^er denoted his cha- 
ladter, had attributed the Count's 
desith ehtirely to his bodily malady; 
yet in fbch a manner, as not to ex- 
cite fiirmife by the particu&r ftrefs laid 
ttpoh the point. 

the 
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The brave foul of Ranulph, not- 
withftanding his art, caught the alarm : 
a ftiade^ of deep remorfe overcaft his 
features, though Clovis ha^ fdlen 
chiefly through his own arrogance, in 
haughtily infulting his bold antagonift. 
Ranulph rifing. from a defeat, and re- 
ceiving th^ ung^Uani outrage, at that 
inftant, might find fome excufe for 
his fury, in the peculiarity of the cir- 
cumftances. 

The fatal blow was neycrthelefs en- 
tirely undefigned. But nptwithftand- 
log diefe palliations, Ranulph now 
confidered himfelf as the author of 
the Count's death, which he juftly 
dfeemed, originated from the fevere 
afflidion which the lofs of aii (^0^ and 
beloved fon mufl occafion. ' ilfj^- 



c 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 



■ ■ Patience and Sorrow drove 

Who fhould exprefs her goodUefl. You have feeit 
Sunfhine and rain at once: her fmileft and tears 
Were like a better day. Thofe happy froiles . 
That playM on her ripe lipi feem'd not to knovr 
What guefls were in her eyes, which parted thence 
Ab peai bfrom^diamonds dropt. 

ShaicbipSau. 

WhatT gone without a word ? 
Aye, fo true love (hould do ; it cannot fpeak ; . 
For truth hath better deeds thau words to grace it* 



nPHE time of the Marefchars de- 
parture now arrived. The Baron 
de Claire fummoned the few of his 
vaffals who had attended him to 
Bretagne, and arranged his fuite in 
order. 

Ranulph, 
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Ranulph, diftrefled by the accident 
of the death of the Count de Pon- 
toife, wifhed to take refuge from his 
regret in other concerns ; and de- 
bated with himfelf, whether it was 
becoming the character of a knight 
to remain inaftive, while one, to 
whom he was now united in ftri<fl 
amity, was going to engage in an 
expedition to recover the poffeffions' 
which had been fo bafely wrefted 
from him, 

• 

The obftinate avarice and policy of 
the Earl of Lenox might probably 
reduce Sigefert to have recourfe to 
force of arms 5 in which cafe the aid 
of all his friends, adherents, and vaf^, 
fals would be required. Thefe confi* 
derations determined him. 

He oSerecl his fervice, together with 
that of his knights, for he was a 
. . G 4 ban- 
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banneret *, to Slgefert ; who received 
it with the warmth of . gratified friend* 
(hip. 

New anxieties^ neverthelefs, aflailed 
the unfortunate Ranulph. He was 

* Lord L3rttclton thinks it is more than pro* 
bablc, though not quite afcertained, that there 
were knights bannerets ia the reign of Henr/ 
the Second. ^* This was not a new order of 
knighthood/' continued he, ** but only a higher 
rank conferred by the Sovereign, or by the 
general of a royal army, on fome of thator- 
der who were richer than others, and were' fol- 
lowed into the Qeld by a greater number of 
vaiTftls.^ It was conferred, by the knight deli* 
▼ering to the' chief under whom he ferved, 
his own banner folded up, with a fpeech a* 
dapted to the occafion ; requeuing in form^ 
permiflion to eredt it in the battle. The chief 
then unfolded the banner and delivered it opea 
to the kuight, who was thus created a ban* 
n«ret. 

Hist. Henry II. 

, Vol. III. p. I 8q. 

about 
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about . to quit Pretagne, where the 
lovely Leofrida, the objeft of bis ar- 
dent afFedion, was ftill to ^remain. 

He was going to quit her with- 
out explicitly declaring his love; to 
leave her, admired, adored by all thp 
youth of Bretagne ! 

Diftrafted by thefe refledions, hp 
was walking, on the evening before 
the day appointed for the; Earl's de- 
parture, in the gardens of th^ palace. 
Turning down an avenue of thiekly- 
pianted lime trees, he perceived be- 
fore him Leofrida, walking in a pen- 
five pofture. Her back was toward^ 
him, and (he did not obferve him. 
He purfucd with trembling fteps, fear- 
ing tc^ touch the ground, left the light 
ruftling of his foQt on the green- 
sward, (hould occafion hex to turn 
* back. 

? 05 She 
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She entered a fmall grove of orange- 
Ihrubs, in the midft of which was a 
bench of white marble. This cool 
fpot was a favourite retreat of the Ba- 
ronefs ; an4 Leofrida, from being ac- 
cuftomed to accompany her thither, 
entertained a fimilar affeftion for it. 

She fat down on the bench, in a 
pofture of the deepeft meditation: — the 
departure of her brother and Ofbernc 
for England J the dread left they 
fliould be engaged in war with the 
Tiarl of Lenox ; the perfidy and bafe- 
nefs of that nobleman, who might 
plan new. fnares for Sigefert, filled 
her with the moft fevere terrors. 

Ranulph foftly approached the grove. 
He difcerned, through the light orange- 
branches, the melancholy that was 
pictured on het countenance. He heard 
her figh — he fighed too. 

StiU 
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Still (he perceived him not ; but 
afraid to truft his own emotions fo 
far as to deliberate, left he (hould 
lofe an opportunity which might ne- 
ver moic prefcnt itfelf, he burft from 
the buflies, and falling on one knee, 
at a refpeftful diftancc, declared in a 
manly rone, the firmnefs of his at- 
tachment. 

Leofrida heard him with a modefty, 
whofe unaffedtednefs needed not the 
falfe ornament of referve. 

With a gentle air, expreffive of the 
utmoft refped: for him to whom Ihe 
was fpeaking, flie thus replied : 

I am fully fenfible of what I owe to 
the gend^ous Baron de Lacy ': the re- 
peated deliverance he wrought for me 
-could only fpring from the kind com- 
miferation of an exalted mind. But 
• 6 while 
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while I acknowledge, with the moft 
fervent thankfulnefs, the noble fuccour 
he afforded nie when opprcfled by 
thofe who ought to have protefted 
me ; and furrounded by the many hor- 
rors, almoft beyond the reach of hope j 
—while I acknoivledge this ;— -while I 
pray to Heaven to record it among 
thofe human adkions which^ are. noted 
down to be rewarded, I intreat my 
flluftrious deliverer to remember, that 
xny ientim^ts of regard for him will 
^ ever be reftrided within the boundaries 
ot efleem and gratitude* 

She fpoke in a tone which,, though 
gentle and fafcinatingly fweet, exprefied 
the moft firm refolution. 

Ranuiph gazed on her WitSi admira^ 
tion;«— keen ai&idion ,&adowed h|s 
features ;^«-^ raifed his arm to his 

ips. 



Upsy and ki0ii.ag the bracej^ (he had 
bcftowed, was ^c^ixig tp fpeak, when 
m the avemje leading tt> thp grove, 
near at hand appeared Sigefert and 
Qfberne, » , 

They came to bid ^ loth &rewcfl 
to Leofrida, Apprp^iching th^e grove, 
they remarked the agitation of Ra- 
nulph ; Ofberne perceived that he look- 
ed diflxefled. A» idea inftantly ftartcd 
acrofs his miod, that his a^edion mot 
not with a favourable return 

An involuntary ftnti/aeat of delight 
•lor an in&mt fiUed his Sml^ but h^ 
was too generoys to rejoice in tlip 
wnetcbednefs of others ; and }ntd R^ 
iiulph ire^y be^ unfuccefsifvtf, j^o^r 
sm^t he evien d^re ip hope ! 

L.eofrida with ^ £iank zvc ^vaaced 
<o meet thems and having received 

the 



134 THB KKIGHTS. 

the tender and truly affeftionate part- 
ing bleflings of her brother, (he turn- 
ed to the two knights: — 

" How is my regret, at parting 
with my bed, my beloved proteftor, 
lefTened, when 1 behold him accom* 
panied by friends fo kind !" 

As (he pronounced the laft word, 
(he looked on Ofberne with a coun- 
tenance, whofe expreflk>n (poke deeply 
to the heart. 

^ But for you, heroic Ofberne ! faid 
fhe, I fliould have had now no bro- 
ther;— no tender relation to fill the 
place of" thofe I have loft. A recom- 
pcnfe for deeds like yours muft be 
found only in your own breaft; — ^but 
let the prayers^ the benedidions of 
a joyful filler, (hew you that your 

great- 
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grcatnds of foul is at lea^ repayed 
with gratitude/* 

As (he fpoke her voice grew tre- 
mulous, through the agitation of her 
emotions ; tears dropped faft from her 
eye^ as (he looked on Sigefert and 
iiis preferverr 

The foul of Oflbernc was touched 
with 'fenfations exquifitely rapturous. 
His generous magnanimity now deigned 
to accept of other rewards than its 
own confcious reflexions ; ' it gloried 
in the delight of having contributed 
to the happinefs of Leofrida, in the 
prefervation of her brother. 

Ranulph was affeded:-r*Sigefert's 
emotions became tumultuous; — he 
grafped the hand of Ofberne, but 
fpoke not; while that iioble-minded 
youthj anxious to prevent the expref- 

fions 



^ 
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fioas of gratitude that were arifing 
to his friend's lips, haftened to bid 
his adieu to L^ofrida. He kifled the 
border of her fcarf with an ^ir of 
only refpe^ful courtefy, unwilling to 
excite enxQtion in the bread of the 
hrave Ranulpb, whofe extreme dejec- 
tion evinced hitn at this time pecu- 
liarly fufceptible of unpleafing iraprcf- 
iions. Sigefert tenderly embraced his 
fifter; who^ waving her hand to ihfi 
0tber two knights^ J^aftMy xjukted 
tbesi. 



■ I I I I 



Early in the morning the Earl of 
Albemarle quitted the palace of his 
hofpitable and princely hoft, and, ac- 
companied J>y the Baron de Claire, 

with 
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with his friends and attendants, ifTued 
iiom the great portals. 

JLeofrida, from a high turret of the 
palace, was prepared to catch th^ laft 
glimpfe of the departing cavalcade.-^ 
She heard the trampling of the horfes 
as diey paffed the fpacious court of 
the pakce; and beheld them ifluing 
from the great portals. They pro* 
ceeded flowly down the fpacious ftrect, 
over which (he commanded a long 
profped. 

Sigefert was on one fide of the 
£arl ; (he fixed on him a look of the 
fbndeft affcdion, and breathed a ftp- 
vent prayer to Heaven to profper the 
expedition. Turning round her eye 
to find an objeft, which it involun- 
tarily fought, (he perceived, on the 
Earl's left hand, Ofbernej (he per- 
•«ived too, folded over his hauberk, 

the 
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the white lurcoat ; and on his head 
that helmet, round which (he had bound 
^he purple fillet. 

A croud of fenfations agitated her 
heart at the fight of the cafque, 
which, in the banquetting faloon of 
the Count de Pontoife, had occafioned 
her fuch cruel diftrefs. The reafon 
of Ofberne's journey to the chateau 
was now explained. But why fliould 
he ibew fuch iblicitude to regaiA 
his helmet ? Why (ectn to value it 
fo highly? ^ 

A traniient delight filled her foid 
at this inflance of his reipedful re- 
gard ; but delicate diffidence foon re« 
fblved this action into that gallant 
attachment which knights were ever 
wont to difplay to the favours bc^ 
ftowed upon them by the ladies.'*- 
She ^cd» neverthelefS) on the ob- 

jeft. 
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jcA, till neither purple fillet, nor even 
the plumes of the crcft, were difcerned 
in the diftance. 

It was with the kecneft regret that 
the good Mortimer faw his beloved 
Lord depart; he ardently wiftied to 
accompany him, to be witnefs of his 
reinftatement in his juft rights; but 
to leave the Lady Leofrida in a 
foreign land, without any attendant 
of her own nation, was, in his efti-* 
mation, to break the folemn oath of 
fealty he had fworn to her:— he 
therefore determined to fpend the lall 
remains of his feeble days near her. 

Lancelot too refifted the inclination 
he at firft felt to follow his new friends. 
Bound to his party by folemn engage- 
ments, he refufed all the fplendid offers 
of Sigcfert, and chofe the rude enjoy- 
ments of a fylvan life, rather than 

magni- 
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magni^cence and affluence amid tho 
buille of ibcieiy : And at tb^ fame 
time that the Garl and his fuke den 
parted for England, he quitted Rennes, 
and refined his companions in the wild 
haunt of the Foreft pf Guirche^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVill. 



I !■■■*■ By your foul wrongs, 

Myfclf a prince, by fortune of my birth,. 

illl III inthi I 111 I «n lai I II ■■»• in* I 111 I I K I ir ■ 

'HaVc'ft^op'd my neck under your injuHM^ 
AndEgh'd liiy £DgU(h breath in foreign laodf. 
Eating the bitter bread of banifhment, 
While you have fed upon my fcignioriep, 
Difp^rk'd my parks^, and feird my foreft woods ; 
Fr-6ih my owii windows torn my houfehold coat, 
RazM out my ioiprefs, foavit^ me no figo^ 
Save mens opinions and my living blood, . 
To (hew the world I am a gentleman. 

Shaxesfkaxv. 



SIGEFERt and Oftcnie with de- 
light again pr^ffed the foil of their 

native land. 

The 



y 
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The Earl of Albemarle, whole pa- 
rental friend (hip gave weight to his 
advice, counfelled the Baron to make 
his claim firft of the King. Accord- 
ingly Sigefert, accompanied only by 
Ofberne and a few of his adherents, 
haftened to court, where he foon ob- 
Itained an audience of the' King. 

With a firm and manly demeanour 
he related thfc treachery of the Earl of 
Lenox, whom his. Grace had appoint- 
ed his guardian ; ingenuoufly confeff- 
ing the breach of his knightly vow, 
and difplaying the unjuil art by which 
the Earl had procured the confifcation 
of his eftates, and obtained pofieflion 
of them. 

; The King heard with apparent con- 
^vi^on, but fecmed difordcred and 
perplexed. The Earl had, by his too 
fuccefsful ftratagexiis, fo ingratiated 

him- 
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himfelf with the heedlefs monarch, 
that he cared not openly to expofe his 
favourite by commanding the ufurped 
cftates to be reftored to their right 
owner. He, therefore, coldly replied 
to Sigefert, that as he had been edu- 
cated for the profeflion of arms, it 
. would be more confonant to his cha- 
rader to reclaim his right by the exer- 
cife of his martial talents. 

The Baron, piqued at this indiffer- 
ence in a concern that called {o loudly 
for the interference of royal authority, 
threw on the King a glance of inde* 
pendent refolution, and returning . no 
other anfwer than a reipeftful obeifance, 
quitted his prefence. 

He haftened to inform the friendly 
Albemarle of the flrange reception he 
had met with ; and no other way being 
left of recovering his rights, it was 

agreed 
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agreed upon to lead an armed 
tolvards the Caftle de ClairCj whe 
bafe ufurper rcfided. 



The gener6us Earl offered the 
tary fervice of all Ws knights 
their adherents to the injured Bi 
tlrhich, together with the pcrfoni 
of Ofberne and the Baron de 1 
who aflembled aU his vafll^ls on the 
occafion, formed a very refpeftablc 
force. 

The Earl rcjefted the offer made 
Km by Sigefcrt, of commanding his 
Kttle army, Pledging that he whofe 
injuries they welre going te avenge^ 
bught himfelf to be the chief of the 
expedition. 

^ 'Sigefert reluctantly complied, and 
fcaving fpent a few days in warUke pre- 
pEmtionsy the united bands marched 

towards 
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towards the Caftle de Claire* They 
took not their route through the foreft 
that fpread its tufted tops over the gen- 
tle afcents that environed one Qde of 
the caftle, but advanced ftom Uic 
heath. 

When the turrets of the lofty towels 
rofe to fight, Sigcfert and Ofberne 
felt a train of mingled, yet animating 
fenfations fwell their bofoms. The 
feene of all their, youthful joys was again 
in view, but how different its afped! 
It was now in the poffeflion of a cruel 
and rapacious ufurper, 

^ Pitching his little camp upon a flow- 
ly-ri(ing hill at foirie diftance from the 
caftle, the Baron de Claire difpatched 
a herald to the Earl of Lenox, demand- 
ing, in the name of their lawful lieir, 
the reftitution of the caftle and domains 
of the houfe dc Claire ; and prefenting, 
VOL. III. . H in 
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in cafe of a refufal to the pacific de- 
mand, a challenge to War. 

The Earl was banquetting with fome 
of his chofen friends, when attended by^ 
two pages, arrived the unexpeded he- 
rald. He refufed to deliver his mef- 
fage to any ear but that of the Earl 
himfelf, and was accordingly intro- 
duced into his prefence. 

At the fight of the device of the fa- 
mily de Claire, which was richly em- 
blazoned on the tabard of the heraid, 
the confcious ufurper turned pale ; but 
ftifling his emotion, he demanded his 
bufinefs in a haughty tone. The herald 
delivered his embafly. 

While he was fpeaking, the Earl tried 
to convert the agitation that difturbed 
his afpedt, into the appearance of offend- 
ed honour. When he ended with the 

de- 
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defiance : Go ! replied the ufurper, and 
tell that raih boy, your niafter, to come, 
forward and perform his threats; kc 
hioi advance, and fee if he can a fe* 
cond time elude the jufl punifliment of 
inconfiderate temerity. Let him try 
whether fortune will reflore to his grafp 
thofe pofTeffions which by the law of 
nations he hasfojuftly forfeited. ♦ 

The herald departed in hafle, and 
the Earl immediately began to col- 
IcA his vaffals and mercenaries to de- 
fend the caflle. 

The flrufture was of vail flrength. 
It flood on a gentle eminence; the 
wall of the moat was of impenetrable 
thicknefs; it rofe upwards of thirty 
feet high ; tlie crenelles or battlements . 
which were reared on the parapet, were 
crclled with mafly floncs. The angles 
H 2 of 
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of the wall were ftrengthened with 
fquare tqwcrs, three ftories high, oa 
Vfc'hofe tops, as well as on the battle 
ments of the wall, were to ftand the 
defenders of the caftle. 

The barbacan, with its two round 
and ponderous turrets, reared itfeif with 
threatening foUdity before the gajte of. 
the draw-bridge. The gate, as if 
fcornipg to rely on this mighty pro- 
tcAor, had on each iSde a ftrong tower; 
the apartments over the portal likewife 
ferved for places of fecurityj in which . 
the defenders might couch to annoy the 
affaukers; and 'from the loop-holes 
(which difcovcred the.immenfc breadth 
of the walls) hurl down darts or 
ftones'on thofe who fliould endeavour 
to pafs the bri^e. 
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A fpacious entry, formed by 'tw<> 
walls, thick enough to contain in them 
fmall chambers, led to the entrance of 
the great* keep, or building appropri* 
ated ibiely to the refidence of the owner 
of the caftle. Acrofs this entry, from 
wall to wall, were thrown covered paf- 
fages, beneath which, as under a long 
arcade, paiTed all thofe who entered 
the caille. 

The keep, or citadel of the caftle, 
was vaft, both in extent and height. 
Four heavy buttreffes, in the (hape of 
lefler towers, formed the four angles; 
a flight of wide fteps, hewn of valu- 
able marble, led to the gates which 
opened on (he fecond ftory, in a 
magnificent veftibule. 

The gates of the citadel were form- 
ed of oaken planks, whofe ponderous 
H 3 thick- 
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thicknefs might better deferve the de- 
nomination of beams 5 they were ftrU 
farther ftrengthencd by mafly plates 
of iron*. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 



^afte ! let us ftorm the gates.— *He faid, and flevr 
With foremoft fpecd before the warring crew : 
Dauntlefi he goei^ nor falling (lones he fears, 
Nor flormi of arrows, biffing round his ears. 



^^N the morning of the fecond day 
.^^ after his arrival jvithin fight of the 
caftle dc Claire, Sigefert led forth his 
force to the fiege. The vaflals of the 
domain, rejoicing to behold again their 
lawful JLord, crouded to his flandard, 
A fmall party of archers preceded the 
knights and the foldieft, who advanced 
behind them, bearing fcaling ladders. 

B 4 Sige- 



152 THE KNIGftTS, 

Sigeferr, when as he drew near the 
waHs, he beheld the pennons of the 
bafe Lenox waving on the battlements, 
glowed with indignant rage. He flop- 
ped before the barbacan, on the top of 
whofe turrets, as well as on the cre- 
nelles of the outer walls, were placed 
the archers of the enemy. 

The firft aflault was made with ftea- 
dy courage, and rcfiftcd more with the 
artificial ardour of hired vaflals than 
the valour of true warriors. 

The gate of the barbacan was fooiw 
forced open by the united efforts of 
Ofberne and Ranulph, who led on the 
foldiers with the mcA fteady intrepidity^ 
while the Earl and Sigcfert were at- 
tempting to fcale the walls. The afr 
j&ulters now crouded through the gates; 
they p^fied the bridge, and with much 

difii* 



diffictilty made a breach in the mafly 
gai:eof'thewall. 

Ofterne was the firft to attempt e^ 
tering the courts but as he was forcing 
' iiis way through the (battered portal, an 
arrow fliot from the turret over .ihfe 
chamber of tlve gate- way, alighted on 
him, and forced its point .deep into 
the neck, where the helmet joins the 
hauberk. 

Difdaining at firft to regard the fmart, 
he was haftening on, but the increafing ' 
rankling of the barb in'^his.neck as he 
moved, prevented his proceeding ; and 
preffed by the foldiers, who crouded to 
enter, he fell in the gate-way, 

Sigefei'twas fpaTed the agony of be- 
heading his beloved friend thus trampled 
under foot, being engaged in another 
part 5 but Ranulph iniiantly perceived 
^ H 5 the 
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the accideDt, and flew to his fuccour* 
With diiEculty he ftcmmed the torrent 
of the entering foldiers, ami raifed the 
fallen knight from the ground. 

In their fanguine expeftation of vic- 
tory, the foldiers had thronged fo ea- 
gerly to enter the portal, that the firft 
who obferved Olberne on the ground 
had not power to flop : but no fooncr 
did they perceive him wounded, than 
they fnatched him up upon their fhields, 
and entering the great court, bore him 
towards a fmall building appropriated a$ 
the dwelling of the porter of the caftle. 
Of this building they inftantly took 
polTeflion, and placing the wounded 
knight in a lower apartment^ guarded 
by a fufficient number of his own war- 
riors^ they haftened to join the main 
body of the troops, who, with the 
Earl and Sigefert at their head^ were 
»ow pouring into the court. 

The 
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The troops that defended the keep, 
feeing the progrefs of the enemy, threw 
down thek arms, and claimed mercy of 
the Baron. 

Sigefert ordered them to unbar the 
great portal, and difmounting, haftened 
to enter his^ own caftle, thus recovered 
by a (hort vidtory. 

He took the Earl by the arm, and 
as he afcended the fteps, called for Of- 
bcrne to enter with him; but no Ofberne 
was to be feen. Ranulph, who feared 
that any delay might give the foe time 
to rally, replied that he was ftill engaged 
at the wall. Not fufpedting the truth, 
Sigefert was fatisfied, and proceeded 
into the caftle. He enquired for the 
Earl of Lenox, and after much fearch 
the bafe and treacherous ufurper was 
difcovered lurking, with confcious ter- 
rors, in a fubterranean dungeon, hop- 
H 6 ing 
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ing by fomc means toefcapc tht eye of 
him whom he had fo atrocioufly 
injured. 

Sigefert dragged him to light, com- 
manding him to reftore the treafures he 
had fecreted. He obeyed ; and that 
haughty noble, who had proudly exult- 
ed in the poffeffion of the wealth he 
had balely plundered from another, now 
trembled in the prefence of a youth ! 

The Baron, with the true heroifm of 
that or<Jer he profeffed, fcorned toftoc^ 
to perfonal revenge. "He ordered a 
fmall party of the Earl's vaflals to pre- 
pare to guard their I^ord to his own 
domains, when he addrefied the bafe 
ufurper as follows : 

•* Go! ffaid he) unmolefted--to yoCHr 
own remorfe I refign you ; and if any 
peace cati re-vifit a breaft fe ikined by 

the 
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"the moft deteftabte treachery, that 
peace I with you ! The time will come 
when fatal repentance will explain to 
you the duties of that moft iacrcd of 
all trufts which was committed to your 
care. You will then recollwft, that he 
whom, by the delegated authority of a 
guardian, you /hould have treated with 
ahe tendernefs and integrity of a father 
— him to whofe unproteded youth you 
was ordained a fubftitufed*parent, you 
plundered, calumniated, and would 
haVe MURDERED 1 — Farewell ! your life 
is in my hands — take it, and let jt5 
few remaining years be unblotted by 



crimes.'** 



While the Baron was fpeaking, the 
Earl's afpeft difplayed a ftrange mix- 
ture of nieannefs and ftruggling pride. 
He would have taught his brow to af- 
fume an air of offended dignity, but 

the 
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the expreffion funk into the horror of 
confcious guilt. 

He mounted the fteed prepared for 
him, in fallen (ilence, and pafled 
through the court, ftcretly de(pifed by 
his own vaflals; and but for the exprefs 
command of the Baron not to infuit 
him, he would have been hailed by 
the vidorious foldiers with triumphant 
(houb of fcorn and contempt* 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XL. 



Their love in early infancy began) 
And rpfe as childhood ripenM mto Riaiu 

Drydkjv* 



OIGEFERT, furprifed at the ab- 
^ fence of Ofberne, again anxioufly 
enquired for him. Ranulph^ who had 
been with the wounded youth, and feen 
the arrow drawn from his neck, reluc- 
tandy told the Baron the unwelcome 
tidings. 

Viftory, 
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Vidory, and the poffeflion of his 
rights, were of no value to Sigefert, 
fince they might occafion the lofs of him 
whofe life was become of fuch ineflima- 
ble value to him. 

He flew to the porter's houfe, where 
Oiberne ftill lay. The wound had 
bled profiifely, and left him nearly 
fainting. He looked on Sigefert with 
a counteiMince expreffive of enraptured 
joy ; but the diftrafted Baron couW not 
accept the congratulation it meant to 
convey. A litter was haftily brought, 
and the wounded knight was borne into 
the caftle. -■ 

Ttirmng inio the firft apartment they 
arrived at after pafling the great hall> 
the attendants who bore him, placed 
him in ft fmall rootn in one of the cor^ 
ner turrets, which had been a favQuriie 
apartment of Leofrida. 
i- /. She 
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She entertained a preference for itv 
as it opened on that part of the inner 
court which led to the eaftern terrace, 
the favourite walk of the good Lady 
Editha; 

It was hung with arras wrought ift 
rrcweis by the hand of Leofrida hef- 
felf, which reprefented the martial 
cxercifes by which tht youths had been 
trained to arms. In different compart- 
xxients were d^pidured (hooting with 
the bow, tilting with.fpears, wieldittg 
the battle-sfke; and in oppofite pannels 
the amufertiems of tlie young warriors 
ill falconry, fithing, hunting, dancings 
and playing on the iiarp* 

Thefe fhe had defcribed from ob- 
ferving thfem performed by her brother 
and his companion ; and the originals 
from which they were delineated, ren^ 

dered 
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dered her own labours dearer to her 
than her native difEdeace would eUe 
have allowed. 

- Olberne, when he was borne into 
this well-known apartment^ lifted up 
his languid eyes, and catt them around 
with a look of the tenderefl intereft. 
As he was too weak to be removed far- 
ther, a couch was brought thither, on 
which he was laid, Ranulph, Sigefen, 
and the Earl placing themfelves^ with 
the tendereft care^ by his fide. 

In a few days the diftrading appre- 
henfions of the Baron were difpelled, 
and Oiberne i5>^edily recovered. A 
iplendid apartment was prepared for 
him in a diflant part of the caftle; 
but he refufed to be removed from the 
little room to which he bad been fird 
conveyed. 

Sigc- 
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Sigefert, who loved himfelf to gaze 
on the beautiful labours of his fitter, 
and recall the happy Icenes of his youth, 
wondered not at his prepoffeffion; but 
had foon reafon to attribute it t6 a 
more tender caufe. 

Ofberne was foon fufficiently recover- 
ed to walk in the environs of the caf- 
tle. One day, while Sigefert was ab- 
fent, having accompanied the Earl of 
Albemarle and Ranulph (who were in 
liafte to revifit their own eftates) to 
fome diftance from the cattle, he was 
pacing the eattern terrace, mufing oh 
his difaftrous and too deeply-rooted 
love, he littened to the foft note of a 
goldfinch that perched upon a folitarjr 
aHi bough which (hot its crooked ftem 
through the heavy parapet of the ter- 
racej and fancied the ttrain was exprefled 
in tones of forrow. 

As 
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As he paufed in fiknt attention^ 3 
falcon, whichj trained by the Earl of 
Lenox, fetaied to partake his barbarity, 
darted frorti the battlcmeats of the cat 
tie, and fteered his courfe towards the 
terrace, aiming to pounce the littl<? 
fongfter. 

Ofberne. perceived his flight; he had 
a bow in his hand, ^vhich he ufed as a 
ftafF to fupport his yet feeble frame j^ 
fmgments of daf ts were ftrewfed on ihi& 
t^rrace^ the relics of the late fiegej 
with oh inftantaneoiis movement he 
ftrung his. bow, and fnatching one of 
the arrows^ which though brokeja, had 
not loft the head, he took aim at, the 
^ ialcon> and beheld him fall ere he was 
within reach of his pi;ey. 

. Ofberne exulted at thus faving the 
goldfinch ; but the generous aftion coft 
him dear* The effort of ftringing the 

bow 
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bow and drawing it to the arrow, 
opened again the wound in his neck. 
The agonizing fmart of the fibres thus 
irritated ; the torrents of blood that 
iflued from the wound, reduced him 
almoft to a ftate of infenfibility ; and he 
was borne to his apartment with nearly 
the appearance of a corfe. 



CHAP. 



>( i66 ) 



CHAP. XLI. 



At fome young flowV, when blows the chilly 

breeze, 
With nice difcernment folds its fitken leaves, 
So generous love, if lofty honour frown, 
Guards clofe its tender fccret. 



QIGEFERT, on his return to tile 
*^ caftle, repaired, as was his cuftom, 
to the apartment of Ofberne, As he 
drew nigh the door, he obferved it 
was half open. 

A deep and hollow Cgh was heard 
from within. He ftartcd and flopped, 

fearful 



THE KNIGHTS, 167 

fearful left fome fatal accident had 
happened, when he diftinftly heard 
tbefe words, pronounced in the voice 
of Ofberne :— " O Leofrida ! blifsful 
at length will be my death! I (hall 
clofe, in an apartment beloved by thee, 
my difaftrous life, while I fold to 
my expiring heart this furcoat, thy 
precious gift—— ^' 

A figh here interrupted the voice. 
Sigefert liftened no longer. Ofberne, 
he was now informed, loved his After; 
and loved her, he doubted not, with 
an afTedtion as fteadily ardent as his 
friendlhip. 

He burft into the apartment; but 
when he beheld the pale, languid 
form of his fnend, ftretched on his 
couch, all other ideas vanilhed in the 
agonizing anxiety that feized his mind. 

Fearful 
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Fearful that Sigefert had overheard 
his exclamation, uttered in the ful- 
ncfs of tender forrow, a fliade of re- 
gret croffed the fickly countenance of 
(Xberne. 

To the brother of his hclored Leo- 
frida be had wiflied his unfortunate 
love fliould be ever a (eerct, left that 
generous friend might extend what 
he called his gratitude, beyond the 
bounds of propriety: for to beftow 
his lovely fitter' on a poor knight, 
inferior in birth and fortune, would 
dfaw upon him the contempt of his 
equals. But the foul of Ofheme was 
too rigidly noble, and too confcious 
of its own integrity, to feel a long 
regret;; 

The flight conifumdlion was 'ibon 
loft in the agnizing fpafins thaft now 
convulfed his frame. The frantic Si- 
gefert 



« 
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gcfcrt believed him dying, and called 
in haftc for the attendants. By them 
he was informed of the accident that 
had occafioned the relapfe* 

In a (hort time the Baron was 
again re-aflured of the fpeedy recovery 
of his friend, whofe native ftrength 
and youth fuccefsfuUy combated the 
pain of the irritated wound. 

In a few weeks Ofberne Was able 
Ko accompany the Baron •to* court, 
wHither it: was neccflary he' fhould 
r^p^ir to do homage for &\s domains. ' 

After this, having paid a friendly 
trifit to the good Eaarl of Albemarle 
and die fiaron de^Lacy, Sigeferc* pre* 
p^red to fet forward for Bretagni, to 
coAvey his filler to her bdovcd and 
Jong-loft hooie. 

, Vqu^ III. I Ofberne 
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Ofberne fecreily wiflied to have 
remained in England, that be might 
not too often behold the objeft of his 
lucklefs love ; but determining dill to 
preferve the chara6ter he had ever 
borne with regard to Leofrida, that 
of a refpeftful friend, he fuppreffed 
the inclination, and cheerfully fet for- 
ward with his frienc}* 

On their arrival in Bretagne, Sige- 
fert and Ofberne haftened to Rennes, 
where they found Leofrida juft re- 
turned from a vifit which (he had 
made to her beloved Sybilla, at the 
Chateau Pontoife. 

She was enraptured at the fight of 
' her brother^ faie and unhurt; Oflberne 
too (he greeted with Itank compla- 
cency; and ithc Hegent and the Ba- 
roncfe were delighted at again re- 
ceiving in their palace the brave 

youths. 
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yoiltlis. Leofrida, with tears of thank- 
fulnefs, prepared to revifit her iong- 
k)ft home, the fcene of all her youth- 
ful delights. She bade a grateful 
adieu to the Baronefs d*Auuray and 
the Regent/ and, attended by her bro^^ 
ther and Ofbcrnc, with their fuite, quit>- 
Usd Rjennes« 

In their way to Breft, where xheyi 
V^ere to embark, the party flopped ar 
the Chateau Foatoife. Leofrida witk 
keen regret prepared to bid adieu 
to the noble-minded Sybilla, who 
protnifcd when the affair relating ik> 
the domains, of which (he was now 
the fole poffeffor, were regulated, fhe 
would vifit the Caftle de Claire. 

) 

On quitting a country which bad 

afforded only fcenes of terror and di& 

trefs, .Leofrida ftill remembered, with- 

the ^oll aff^ionate gratitude, thofe 

I 2. who 
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who had kindly (hekered and conCol* 
ed her; norcouJd confent to leave Bre- 
tagne, without paying a farewell vific 
of acknowledgment to the friendly 
cotts^e of the vine-drefler. Thither, 
accordingly, the party repaired, where, 
leaving Leofrida to exprefs her thanks 
for the difinterefted kindnefs of the 
good peafants, Sigefert and Ofberne 
baitened to the Foreft of Guirchc, 
where they bade an afiedtionate fare- 
well to the generous Lancelot ; quit- 
ting with the fincereft concern, one 
who had proved to them both fo va- 
luable and fteady a friend. 

To the great joy of Juftine, Sigefert 
having obtained the reludant confent 
of Cecile, took into his train the little 
Pepin, intending to receive him as his 
favourite page on his arrival in Eng- 
land, and to educate him for the noble 
profeffion of knighthood. The vene- 
rable 
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rable Colombiere rejoiced that the 
child, who, but for his own crimes 
(for thus the feyerity of his felf-reproach 
Tuggefted) would have been the heir 
of affluence^ might thus obtain honour 
and renown. 



1 3 chap; 
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CHAP. XLIL 



• Keen arc the pangr 
Of haplefs !ove» and paffion unapprovM r 
But where confeatiog wilhcs meet, and vowt 
Reciprocally breath'd, coofirm the tie t 
Joy rolls on joy, an unexbiafted ftream f 
And Virtue cfowok the fiia-cd fceoe with peace. 

Smollett* 



TN a fliort time Leofrida touched 
•^ the loved foil of her native land. 
She foon beheld from afar the turrets 
of the Caflle de Claire ; and dcfcried> 
with a fenfation of pious joy, the 
pennons of their rightful lord waving 
on their fummits* 

The 
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The good Mortimer lifted his 
hands to Heaven, in holy thankfgiv- 
ing, as he gazed on the welcome 
fignals. 

The Baron was hailed, on his en* 
tering the cafUe, by all his vaflals. 
Thofe who had been faithful to their 
oath of fealty to their true lord, in- 
terceded for the reft, whom the gene- 
rous Sigcfert was ready to forgive. 

The Baron, with expreffions of al- 
moft filial gratitude, reinftated the 
aged Mortimer in his office of chamber- 
lain ; adding to his old falary a re- 
Compenfe meet for his exemplary 
attachment to the family de Claire. 

Leofrida wept at (he took poflef- 
fion of her old apartments : — the re- 
membrance of the Lady Editha, the 
partner^ of a great fliare of her mif^ 
1 4 fortunes^ 
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fortunes, melted her to the moft ten* 
der fof row^ ' 

Ofberne intended to remain only a 
few days at the caTHe, being refolved 
to enter on feme martial expedition, 
and, in the performance of fuch ex* 
ploits as, exalted the name of chivalry, 
lofe the keennefs of difaftrous love. 

On the evenmg before the day he 
had appointed for bis departure, Si- 
gefert took him apart into the little 
favourite chamber of Leofrida, which 
was hung with the arras worked by her- 
felf, and thus began : 

Firft and moft heroic of all, who 
aflume the name of Friend, to you 
I am gciHg to commit a precious 
tfulU / 

I 5 Ofberne 
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CKberne looked furprifed.— The Ba- 
ron went on :— 

What reward can be adequate for 
fervices fuch as you have rendered me ? 
For anions £o exalted — fo difintereft- 
edly great.! If any recpmpenfe cati 
be worthy of merit like yours, it is 
that I am going to confer*-— Accept^ 
my beloved, my moil valued Olberne ! 
^1 I have to give^ that you would 
deign to receive. Let the filler repay 
obligations that the brother cannot— 
accept Leofrida. 

Aftonifliment and fpeechlefs rapture 
feized the generous Oflberne. When 
his fafcinated fenfcs were fufficiently 
calm to reply, he tried to fpeak, but 
faint expreffion mocked his endeavour. 
At length the confli£ting fenfatitins 
that tore his bofom^ gave way to that 

felf. 
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felf-poffefiion which, but on occafions 
fo peculiarly trying, never failed Of- 
berne. 

No ! cried he, moft noble friend—- 
you (hall not lacrifice a gift fo pre- 
cious, fo undcfetyed to what you term 
gratitude. Yoa (hall not beftow the 
lovely Leofrida on one fo much her 
inferior. Seek fome deferving noble of 
her own rank for the pofielTor of thi^ 
iwftimablc treafure. 

The fimine(s and fincerity with 
which he fpoke did not furprife Sige- 
fert, for he knew the exalted fentiments 
of his friend. 

Could I convince you, faid he with 
a gentle fmilej that Leofrida loves you^ 
you would acc^t my gift ! 

Ofberjie 
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Oftcriic ftaricd— the idea of being 
dear to Leofrida (hot exquifite tran- 
fport through his foul, but it foon died 
away. The Baron left him, and haft- 
ened to his fitter. 

I am come, my dear Leofrida, faid 
he, to place myfdf in the office of a 
parent to you. — I am come to difpofe of 
your hand. 

Leofrida trembled as he fpoke— fhe 
. turned pale, for Ranulph ftaned to her 
mind. You have rejeAed the Baron 
de Lacy, purfued he—be it fo — I am 
now rejoiced that you did — he is wor- 
thy, but you are referved for one more 
eminently deferving. 

O! let me fupplicate, my ever kind 

brother, to fufFer me to remain for the 

remainder of my days in this loved 

home 9 here to pafs them in thankful- 

t 6 ne(s 
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nefs to Hcaxen, for having terminated 
my woes! — But do not, added (he» 
Viith tears, do not condemn me to 
mariage— 'Indeed there is none whom I 
can ever love ! 

You will then refufe, faid Sigefert 
with a fcrutinizing glance, to perform 
for your brother an a£t of gratitude to 
repay the obli^tions which he cannot 
recompenfe : — You will rcfufe to dedi- 
cate your whole life to the happinds of 
one to whom you are indebted, that 
your brother was not ignominiouily 
murdered.— You will rcfufe perfonai 
merit and the moft exalted virtues-* 
you will refufe Ofberne 

The frame of Leofrida, weak from 
repeated fuflerings, was not able to 
fuftain an attack like this. The fud* 
den change in her countenance plainly 
difcovered the tender intercft her heart 

acknow« 
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acknowledged in the valued friend of 
her brother. Her feet tottered, ani 
(he funk upon a feat in a date of lilent 
agitation, 

Sigefert placed himfelf by her fide 
with affedionatc folicitude. — ^'Reward 
him then, my Leofrida, faid he in a 
foftened tone* Blufh not to confefs 
that you could fee and efteem merit fb 
uncommon — ^you are too noble to be 
ambitious. You will remember, that 
in ordaining you the confort of a'fimpl^ 
knight, I give you to the preferver, the 
deliverer of your brother. A Ibul like 
his is the moft honourable of all trea- 
fures. 

Leofrida flill fpoke dot. — She felt a 
regret that ihe had fo unwarily been 
betrayed into a dilcovery of her prepof- 
feffion in &vour of Ofberne, even to 
her brother. A pale and glowing hue 

. by 



by turns altered her cheeky flie ftrove 
to quiet her tumultuous breaft, but ia 
vain* 

With the moft tender anxiety Sige- 
fert €i)de|ivouced to tranquillize his 
amiabte^ his much beloved fidep. He 
informed her of the means t^ which 
be became acquainied wkh. the fecret 
attachment of (Xberne — an attachment 
that but for accident would for ever 
have beea concealed within his. own 
bofom.. 

To know that flue was beloved by 
Ofberne, infpired the breaft of Leo- 
frida with a fenfation of delight that 
the delicate gentlenefs of her nature 
made her endeavour to conceali. A 
thoufand pleafing reflexions ruihed 
upon her mind. The intrepidity, the 
fufferings, and the exalted friendfhip 

of 
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^of the amiable youth for her much- 
loved brother prefented themfelves to 
her imagination in the moft lively^ 
colours — vt modeft Uufh diifFufed itfelf 
over her countenance when-ftie felt the 
tender impreffion thefe renedions made 
on her heart. 

Sigefcrt, enraptured to find that the 
felicity oS two perfbns fo juftly dear to 
him, would be thus fecured by their 
union, quitted his fifter, and faaften« 
ing to Oibeme, informed him, with 
the ftrifteft regard to the delicacy of 
Leofrida, that he hoped (he might, 
without reluftance, be prevailed upon 
to confent to her brother^s wifties, of 
uniting her to his friend- 

The generous fcruples of Qfberne 
were fubdued by the idea which Sige- 
fert ^dually infufed into his mind, 

that 
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that he wa$ not lAdiflferent to the ami- 
able maid. This pkafing intelligence 
in a great meafure tranquillized the 
agitation of his aaind^ and leftoted 
him to healtlu 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLIIL 



Hail wedded love» myderious law, true fource 
Of human offspring.— —« 

# ^» # « 

Here Lere hit golden flufti employi, here ligbt* 
His coaftan^ hmp, and waves hit purple wiogSi. . 
Reigna here and revels. 

MlLTQir. . 



I 



N a fliort time after his firft propofal 
to his friend, the generous Baron one 
day led Ofberne to the apartment of 
Lepfrida, and giving her hand to the 
brave youth, thus addreffed him : 

Accept 
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Accept, my honoured friend, ac* 
cept with the voluntary confent of this 
delerving maid, a recompenfe (for fuch 
I will call it) for your fteady, your 
exalted, your ms^oanimous friendlhip 
to me. 

Leohida is as grateful as her brother 
—her whole life will be devoted to 
your happinefs; and if among the 
frail virtue that man loves to boaft 
9(9 heroiim like yours can again be 
found, may it be fo rewarded. 

You have both fuffered — ^both illuf- 
trioofly fuft^ined fuffering — exiilt in 
the felicity that awaits you, and recol- 
left, as its greatefli glory,, that it is de* 
fervcd. 

A tear of rapture fell as he was 
(peaking, on the hands he had united^ 

Olbemc 
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Ofberne, by expreffive filence alone 
told the rapturous emotions of his ge* 
nerous bread. 

Franknefs and modefty were at once 
piftured on the foftly-glowing cheek of 
Leofrida ; they told to the happy Of- 
berne, that (he , cheerfully complied 
with the willies of her brother. 

In a few weeks^ in the chapel of the 
eaflle de Claire, the Baron, enraptured 
at the felicity of the two perfons whom 
moft he loved, beheld the defer vedly 
happy Ofberae plight bis vows to the 
lovely Leofrida. 

« 

The brave youth, arrayed in a plain 
doublet of purple velvet, wore over 
it his beloved furcoat, and on his head 
(without ks vizor) was the cafque with 
the purple fillet. 

Leo- 
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Leofrida was habited in a robe of I 

gridclin taffety. The foft grey blue of 
its hue, vying with the flax blofTom 
from which it is named, peculiarly | 

adorned her delicate features. 

I 

Feftivity, more heartfelt than tumul- 1 

tuous, reigned on this memorable day 
in the caille. 

The good Mortimer, with the tri- 
umphant joy of a parent, gloried ia 
the happinefs of the young pair. The 
liberal Lord of the caftlc exprefled his 
exultation of heart by profufe dona- 
tions to his tenants and vaflals. 

Ofberne contemplated the fcene of 
blifs that extended itfelf before him 
through the avenue of years, with ar- j 

dent, yet calm delight; and Leofrida, I 

as flie drew from her bofom the little 

Ihred 



THB Kl^lGHTS, 189 

flired of velvet on which was embroi- 
dered the motto of her family, drop- 
ped a tear on that valued memorial 
bequeathed by her amiable mother, 
and repeated, with the exquifite fenfa- 
tion of refined tranfport, which lelf- 
approbation can alone beftow, 

N 

SUBDUE AND TRIUMPH. 



The generous, the friendly SybilU 
arrived at the caftle de Claire a few 
weeks after the celebration of the nup- 
tials of Leofrida and Qiberne. In th« 
plea&ng fociety (he met wkh at the 
cafUe^ particularly that of her amiably 
friend, her grief for the lofs of her 

beloved 
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beloved relatives was diffipated, and 
flie foon found her happinefs com- 
pleted. 

Sigefert was too fufceptible of fe- 
male merit to behold with indifference 
the charms of the amiable Coilntefs 
Pontoife, rendered ftill more intereft- 
ing to him from the noble friendfliip 
(he had exercifed towards his beloved 
lifter while at the chateau ; and Leo- 
frida in a (hort time felt the moft lively 
joy as (he greeted her Sybilla by tha 
title of the Baronefs de Claire, 

The brave Ranulph commanded 
his fecret emotions < fo far as to'vifit 
the caftle de Claire. This valiai^ 
knight, whole virtues were fo emi- 
nently confpicuous as to gain the ad<f 
miration of all, heroically rejoiced in 
the felicity of thofe' he loved. 

He 
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He continued for fome time in the 
enjoyment of the happy fociety of the 
friends whom be held mod dear, and 
in' whofe happinefs his generous foul 
felt itfelf peculiarly interefted ; but 
emotions that were painful to combat^ 
at length determined him to quit 
^England, and feek refuge from difap- 
pointed loVe amid the bu{lle of mar* 
tial exploits. 

The departure of Ranulph from his 
friends was dignified and manly ; and 
the tender Leofrida dropped tears of 
gratitude when (he bade her generous 
deliverer farewell. 

The good Earl of Albemarle was 
frequently at the Caftle de Claire, and 
gloried in beholding the blifs of the 
valiant youths whofe heroifm had at 
length fo defervedly led them to hap- 
pinefs. 

gratitude 
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Tidings of the treacheiy of the Earl 
of Lenox having reached the coun, 
and his cruel conduft towards the Ba- 
ron de Claire and his fifter being ex- 
plained, the king degraded him from 
his fituation of Lord High Steward, 
and ordered him to retire Co his own 
cftate, where he pafFed the few remain- 
ing years of his life, hated and defpifed 
by all his vaflals and tenants. 



>^ 



( ^93 ) 



It bdng prefumed that a Jbortjketcb 
of the manner of Knighthood, and 
the Duties of Knights, would not 
he unacceptable to many readers, the 
Author has endeavoured to feleSt 
from the page of Hi/iory the heft 
information Jbe could procure on the 
fuhje€i^ 



npHE very (ingiilar (pirit.of chivalry 
* was introduced into England by 

%\\t Normans, and gave a new turn to. 

the education of the young nobility 

and gentry^ in order to fit them for 
ipu ui» . « • ob- 
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obtaining the honour of knighthood, 
-whrch was then an objedt of ambition 
to the greatefl princes. 

Thofc noble youths who were de* 
figned for the profeflSon of arms and 
the honours of knighthood, were early 
taken out of the hands of women, and 
placed in the family of fomc great 
prince or baron, who was alfo efteem- 
ed an expert and valorous knight. 

At their firft entrance into this fchool 
of chivalry, they afted in the capacity 
of pages or valets; for thofe names 
which are no^y appropriated to domeftic 
fervants, were then fometimes given to 
the fons and brothers of kings. 

In this ftation they were inftrufted. m 
the laws of courtcfy and politenefs, and 
in the firft rudiments of chivalry, and 
martial ^xercifes^ to fit them for fhin^ 

ing 
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ing in courts, at tournaments^ and on 

the field of battle. Henry U. received 

this part of his education in the familjr 

of his uncle, Robert earl of. Gloucefter^ 

who was one ^f the moft accomplifhed 

knights of the ag& in which he flou* 

riflied. 

»^ • 

After they had fpent a cotnpetcnt 
time in the ftation of pages, they were 
advanced to the more honourable rank 
of efquires. Then they were admitted 
into more familiar intercourfe with the 
knights and ladies of the court, and 
perfefted in dancing, riding, hawking^ 
hunting, tilting, and other accomplifh- 
ments neceflary to fitthem for perform- 
ing the offices, and becoming the ho- 
nours of knighthood, to which they 
afpired. In a word, the courts of 
kings, princes, and great barons, were 
a kind of colleges of chivalry, as the 
univerfitieswereof the arts and ftiences; 
1L2 and 
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and the youth in both advanced through 
ieveral degrees to the higheft honours. 

The exercifes of the youth in thefc 
fchools of chivalry, are thus defctibed 
by Fit2>iStephen, who flouwfhed in the 
reign of Henry II. , " Every Sunday 
m Lent, immediately after dinner, 
cirowds of nobk and fprightly youths, 
ttiouitfed on war-horfes, admirably 
trained to perform all their turnings and 
' evolutions, ride into the fields in dif» 
tinft bands, armed with lances and 
Ibields, and exhibit reprefentations of 
batdes, and go through all their m^tr- 
tial exercifes. Many of the young no- 
bility, "Who have not yet received the 
honour of knighthood, iiTue from the 
king's court, and from the houfes of 
bi(hops, earls, and baroas, to make 
trial of their courage, ftrength,-and 
Ikill in arms. The hope of vdftory 
fouies ihe fpirits>of thcfe noble youths; 

— rtheir 



—-their fiery borfes neigh and prance, 
and champ their foaming bits. At 
length the fignal is given, and the fports 
begia. The youths, divided into opv 
pofite bands, encounter one another. 
In one place fome fly, and others pur- 
fue, without being able to overtake 
them. In another place, one of the 
bands overtakes and overturns the o- 
ther." 

The noble youth in thofe fchools of 
chivalry fometimcs' cone rafted^ the nioft 
fincere and lading friendfhips, and be*- 
camc what they then called Jivom hr^ 
ihers^ Thofe who were fwom brothers-, 
cemented their friendftiip with vows of 
inviolable attachment to each other, iix 
peace and war, in profperity and adver* 
fity ; — that they would fhare the fame! 
dangers, and. divide equally all their ac« 
quifitions. 

r 3 It 
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It was alfo in thefe fchools of chival- 
ry, the courts of kings, princes, and 
great barons, that the youth of this 
period imbibed that fpirit of romantic 
gallantry, and devotion towards the la* 
dies, which was efleemed the mofl ne- 
ceflary qualification of a true and gentle 
knight. Thefe courts were the fchooJs 
in which the ladies, as well as the gen- 
tlemen, received their education. Both 
were often the wards of the prince or 
great barony and while thofe of the 
one fex were educated with his fons un- 
der his own eye, thofe of the other fex 
were educated with his daughters under 
the infpedion of his lady. 

In this fituation it was natucal for 
the young perfons of each fex to cul- 
tivate thofe qualities which would ren- 
der them mod accepable to tlie other. 
Thefe were gentlenefs, modefty, and 
\irtue, in the ladies ; courtefy, valour, 

and 
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and gallantry, in the gentlemen. Ac- 
cordingly we are told, tliat in thefe 
fehools of chivalry, the youth were 
carefully inftruded in the arts of love, 
and in all the rules and pundilios of a 
virtuous and honourable gallantry. 

To render thefe leflbns more effec- 
tual, the young gentlemen chofe qilf- 
tieflcs among the ladies of the courts 
in which they refided, to whom they 
addrefled all their vows, and praftifed 
all their arts of pleafing. They became 
their conftant attendants in aifembliesj 
their champions at tournaments, the 
protestors of their perfons, fame, and 
fortune, and the avengers of their 
vjrrongs. 

When the youth in thefe fehools of 
chivalry had fpent feven or eight years 
in the ftation of efquires, they received 
t he honour of knighthood, moft com- 
ic 4 monly 
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monly ffOm the hands of the prince^ 
earl, or baron, in whofe court they. had 
Ipent their youth and received their 
education. That honour was preceded 
byvarious preparations, and accompa- 
nied with feveral pompous ceremonies ; 
which are thus defcribed by the beft 
modern writer on this fubjeft, who hath 
confirmed every article of his defcription 
by the moft folid proofs. ** Severe faft- 
ings — nights fpent in prayer in a church 
or chapelj—the facraments of penance, 
and the eucharift received with devo* 
lion,^— bathing, and putting on white 
robes, as emblems of th^t purity of 
manners required" by the? laws of chi- 
valry,— confeffion of all their fins,— 
with ferious attention to feveral fermoiis^ 
in which the faith and morals of a good 
Chriftian were explained, were the ne- 
ceflary preparations for receiving the 
honour of knighthood* 

,, Whcnt 



When a candidate for that honour 
hsid performed all thefe preliminaries^ 
he went in proceffion into a church, and 
advanced to the altar^ with his fword 
flung in a icarf about his neck. H^ 
prefented his fword to a pried; whO' 
bklTed it, and put it again ihto xhft 
fcarf, about the neck g( the candidate;; 
who then proceeded in a folemn pace,, 
with his hands joined, to the plac^ 
where he was to be knighted* 

This augufl: ceremony was moft coro^ 
monly performed in a church or cha- 
pel ^ the great ball of a palace or cai^lej, 
or in the open air. When the. candid 
date approached the perfonagc by whom 
he was to t>e knighted, he fell on his 
knees at his feet, and delivered to him 
his fword, Being^ aftLed for what en^ 
hedefkedthe honour of knighthood^ 
wdWving ri^tupned a proper anfwerf 
It 5 tbt 
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the ufual oath was adminiftered to hit^ 
with great folemnity. 

After this, knights and ladies, who 
affifted at the ceremoivy, began to adorn 
the candidate with the armour and en- 
figns of knighthood. Firft, ihey put 
on his fpurs, beginning with the left 
foot; next his coat of mail ; afterwards 
the feveral pieces of armour for his 
arms, hands, legs, and thighs; and, 
laft of all, they girt him with the 
fword« 

When the candidate was thus ^/^/;;&^^/, 
tsxx. was called, the king, prince, or 
baron, who \yas to make him a knight, 
defcended frorp his throne or feat, and 
gave him, ftill on his knees, th^ acco-^ 
lade, which was three gentle ftrokes, 
with the flat of his fword on the 
flioulder, or with the palm of his hand 
jlbn the cheek; fayijig at the fame timc» 
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— /« the name of God, 5/. Michael^ and 
St. George^ I make thee a knight % he 
thou hrave^ hardy y atid loyal. The new 
knight was then raifed from the ground, 
his helmet put on, his (hield and lance 
delivered co him, and hishorfe brought j 
.which he mounted without ufing the 
ftirrup, and performed feveral courfes, 
difplaying his dexterity in horfeman* 
fhip, and in the management of his 
arms, amidft the acclamations of great 
multitudes of people, who had affemb- 
led to behold the ceremony. 

Could any inftitution be better adapt- 
ed to inflame the ardour of the young 
nobility in acquiring the accomplifh* 
ments neceflary to obtain an honour 
which was courted by the greateft mo- 
narchs ? 

The virtues and endowments that 

were neceflary to form ati accompHflied 

K 6 knight 
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knight in the flourilbing times of chi>^ 
valry, were fuch as thefe, — beauty^ 
ftrength, and agility of body,— great 
dexterity in dancing, wreftling, hunt<^ 
ing^ hawking^ riding, rilting, and 
every other manly exercife;— the vir- 
tues of piety, chaftity, modefty, cour- 
tcfy, loyalty, liberality, fobriety; and 
ibove all, an inviolable attachment to» 
truth, and ap invincible courage* 

To perform the duties of a good and 
valiant knight, not one of thefe viraie^ 
and endowments was unneceflary. For 
he was not only to be the delight and 
■ ornament of courts by his gallantry and 
politeneis, but he was bound by oatb 
to ferve his prince, — to defend the 
church and clergy, — ^to proted the-per- 
ions and reputations of virtuous ladiesy 
and to refcue the widow and orphan? 
from oppreffion, with his fword, at the 
hazard of bis life^ 

Few^ 



Fcw^ we may prefumCj poflefled all 
thefe qualifications, and performed all 
the duties in perfedion. But' dill an 
inftitution fo virtuous in its principles,, 
and honourable in its ends,, muft have 
done much good, and prevented many 
evils. We have even reafon to believe,, 
that chivalry, which, under the name 
€)£ knight-errantry, hatb long be^n an^ 
objeft of ridicule, was one of the hap- 
pieft inventions of the age in wliich fc 
flouriflied.. 
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The following defcrlption of a Tourna- 
ment (as well as the preceding fketch) 
is extra6ied from a work by the cele- 
brated Dr Henry. 

THE mod fplendid tournaments were 
celebrated by fovereign princes of a 
martial charader, at their coronations, 
marriages^ victories, or on other great 
occafions. When a prince had refolved 
to hold a tournament, he fent heralds to 
the neighbouring courts and countries 
to publifli his defign, and to invite all 
brave and loyal knights to honour the 
intended folemnity with their prefence. 
This invitation was accepted . with the 
greateftjoy^ and at the time and place 
appointed, prodigious numbers of per- 
fons of high rank, and of both fcxes, 
commonly aflembled. 

Judgcji 
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Judges were chofen from among the 
mod noble and honourable knights, 
who were invefted with authority to re. 
gulate all preliminaries, and determine 
alldifputes. 

Some days before the beginning of 
the tournament, all^the knights who 
prppofed to enter the lifts, hung up 
teheir fliields in the cloifter of a neigh- 
bouring mpnaftery; where they were 
viewed by the ladies and knights. If a 
lady touched one of the (hields, it was 
confidered as an accufation of its own- 
er; who was immediately brought before 
the judges of the tournament, tried with 
great folemnity, and if found guilty of 
having dtfamed a lady, or of having 
done any thing unbecoming the charac- 
ter of a true and courteous knight, he 
was degraded, and expelled the aflemb- 
ly with every mark of intamy. 

• -. The 
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The lifts were effedually (ecured 
from the intrufion of the fpedators^ 
and furrounded with lofty towers and 
feaffolds of woofly in whicb the princes 
and princefles^ ladies,lords^ and knights^ 
with the judges, marftials, heralds, and 
minftrels were feaced in their proper 
places, in their richeft drefles^ 

The combatants, nobly mounted,, 
and completely armed, were conduc- 
ed into the lifts by their refpedtive mif-- 
trefTes, in whofe honour they were ta 
fight, with bands of martial mufic, a- 
midft the acclamations of numerous 
iipe&ators^ 

It would be tedious to defcribe all 
die different kinds of combats that were 
performed at a royal tournament, whick 
contimied feveral d^ys. It is fuiSicient 
to take notice, that repreientations werc^ 
exhibited of all the different parts o£ 



fl 
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aftual war, from a fingle combat to & 
general adion, with all the different 
kinds of arms; as fpears, fvvords, battle- 
axes, and daggers* 

At the conclufion of every day's 
tournament, the judges declared the 
vigors, and diftributed the prizes; 
which were prefented to the happy 
knights by the greateft and moft beau- 
tifulladies inthe aflembly. The vic» 
lors were then conduded in triumph ta 
the pialace ; their arn^our was taken of£ 
by the ladies ot the court 5 they were 
dreffrd in the richeft robes, fcated at 
(he table of the fovereign, and treated 
with every pofiible inark of diftiudioiu 

' Befides all this, . their exploits were 
inferted in a regifter, and celebrated by 
the poets and minftrels who attended 
thefe folemnities. In a word, the vic- 
tors be<;ame the greateft favourites of 

the 
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the fair, and the objefts of univerfal ad- 
miration. It is eafy to imagine with 
what ardour young and martial nobles 
afpircd to thefe honours, fo flattering to 
the ftrongeft paflions of the braveft 
hearts. 

At a moft magnificent tournament 
proclaimed by the king of England, 
Henry 11. 1 1 74, in the plains of Beau- 
caire, no fewer than ten thoufand j 

knights, befides ladies and other fpecr 
tators, are faid to have been prefent. j 

• No perfon under the rank of .ah ef- 
quire was permitted to enter the lifts at 
tournaments ; which gave occafion to 
fimilar fports amo ig burgefles and yeo- 
men. Of this kind was the game <:al» 
led the qiiiniairiy which is thus defcrib- ~< 

cd : — A ftrong poft was fixed in the 
ground, with a piece of wood,'' which J 

turned oa a fpindie on the top of it. 

At i 
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At one end of this piece of wood a bag 
of fand was fufpended, and at the o-^ 
ther end a board was nailed. Againft 
this board they tilted with fpears, which 
made the piece of wood turn quickly 
on the fpindle, and the bag jof fand 
ftiike the riders on the back with great 
force, if tliey did not make their ef- 
cape by the fwiftnefs of their horfes. 

Of this kind alto was a fport on the 
Thames, which is thus defcribed by 
Fitz-Stephen : 

*^ A ihield is nailed to a pole fixed 
in the midft of the river. A boat is 
driven with violence by many oars and 
the ftream of the river. On the prow 
of the boat (lands a young man, who, 
in pafling, tilts againftjthe (hield with a 
fpear. If the fpear breaks and he keeps 
his (lacion, he gains the prizes but. if 

the 
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the fpear doth not break, he is throwi» 
into the river. To prevent his being, 
drowned, a boat is moored on each iide 
of the (liield, filled with young meo^ 
who refcue him as fooa as poffibkc'^ 
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